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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 





‘Born Houses of Parliament continue-to be principally occupied 
with the measures for the irritation and pacification of Ireland. 
In the House of: Peers, the bill for the suppression of illegal asso- 
ciationsand local disturbances was read a third time and passed last 
night. Several amendments of minor import were made in its 
progress through the Committee. The accused are to be allowed 
counsel, who may cross-examine witnesses as in the civil courts; 
and the sentences of the courts-martial are to be approved of by 
he Lord-Lieutenant previously to their being executed. The 
operation of the bill is limited to August 1834. No opposition 
was offered.to its progress through the House of Lords. There 
Was scareely even a decent discussion of its dreadfully penal 
lauses.. Lord ELLENsoROvGH was the only one of the Peers 
who did not consider a few letters from Irish officials, coupled with 
be newspaper accounts of outrages, as sufficient grounds fora 
measure which invests Lord Grey's Whig Government with 
powers of coercion such as no Government since the Revolution 
had ever yet called for. , 
"Fhe seene will be changed when the bill reaches the House of 
ommons; Every clause will be met by the Irish Members with 
untiring opposition. The eloquent and impressive speech of Mr. 
O'ConnELL, ‘on ‘Monday night, may be taken as. a specimen of 
what the Ministers have to expect fromthat quarter. Itis said that 
h large body of English Members will join the Irish Opposition in 
esisting the passage of this bill. They will do so, because they 
consider it to be inadequate to its proposed end,—that it will pro- 
fuce only a temporary and sullen submission, while it will in- 
rease the sum of. permanent and vindictive hostility to the 
overnment of this country. Large as the army in Ireland already 
8s, more bayonets will be requisite to enforce the bill, if it should 
be passed in’ its present form. ‘The English Members, therefore, 
who are pledged to economy and retrenchment, and who are aware 
pf the cost of: a standing army, will remember this in their votes. 
_ The bill for changing the Venue in Ireland was read a second 
ime in the House of Lords last night. By this enactment, the 
ccused may be removed for trial to Dublin, or to a neighbouring 
ounty; and the removal may take -place either at the instance of 
ihe public prosecutor or-of the aecused. 
-Mr. Stanxey has introduced a bill for amending the Grand 
ury Jaws of: Ireland.. Mr. O'Connet and the Irish Members 
pproved of it as far it goes. He proposes to deprive the Grand 
uries {of much of their jobbing patronage; to submit their ex- 
enditure of the public funds to public scrutiny; to make the dis- 
ussion on all presentments public, though the Jury is to decide on 
whem in private; and to make it imperative on the Sheriff to sum- 
non at least one juror from each barony in the county. These are 
ie principal amendments proposed; and although they do not 
0 as far as some may think necessary, it must yet be allowed that 
ney will effect much towards purifying the local judicatures. 
Mr, Consert has endeayoured to revive the old traditional prac- 
ce of making the redress of grievances take precedence of the 
oting of money for the annual Supply. On Monday, he entered 
nto a long detail respecting the unequal pressure of the Stamp- 
uties upon the poor as compared with the more wealthy classes 
b this country. Lord ALrHorP admitted that Mr. Cospert's 
atements were correct; but seemed,to think that he had made a 
. jood defence of the present Stamp-duties, when he assured the 
House that the same principle-of taxing the poor out of all propor- 
moe heavily than the rich pervaded our whole system of 
on ' 3 
To do our Representatives: justice, they have not been idle 
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during the past week ; asa reference to our report of their proceed- 
ings will prove. Besides the subjects above mentioned, many 
matters of minor interest have been discussed. Lord AttHorp has 
at length induced the House to adopt his plan for transacting the 
public business; by which something may perhaps be gained, al- 
though we conceive it to be very inadequate to the exigencies of 
the case. On Thursday, Mr. D. W. Harvey's proposal to publish 
the lists of divisions was rejected by a majority of 48 only. The 
principle of responsibility to their constituents was, with one-or 
two exceptions, acknowledged by the members who spoke; but 
many shielded themselves from putting. this principle into prac- 
tice, by objecting to some details in Mr. Harvey's plan, which they 
represented as impracticable,—although all such details were pro- 
posed to be referred to a Committee for revision, and were by no 
means properly under the consideration of the House. 








The news from the United States is not of much importance 
this week. The President's last message to Congress had been 
received in Charleston ; where it excited great indignation. A pub- 
lic meeting was held soon after its arrival, at which many long 
and strong resolutions were passed in condemnation of its doc- 
trines, and in defiance of its threats. The meeting, however, was 
of opinion that it would be fair and prudent to wait for the result 
of the measure now before Congress for the reduction of the Tariff- 
duties, before proceeding to any acts of hostility towards the Ge- 
neral Government. In spite of the determined tone of the other 
resolutions passed at this meeting, this looks a little like a relin- 
quishment of the haughty and uncompromising position which the 
Nullifiers have hitherto maintained. 


The French Papers have been occupied with debates in, the 
Chamber of Peers on the law relating to the state of siege, “The 
French people, it is said, feel very little interest in the subject. 
A large number of amendments have been referred to a Committee 
to be reduced to some intelligible form, and the debate is for: a 
time suspended. It is reported that the Ministers will probably 
withdraw it after all. 

_. The Paris correspondent of the Times asserts positively that the 
Dutchess hE Bawerls with child; ‘that every possiblé exertion has 
been made by the Carlists to procure her release’; and that, having 
failed in their attempts, they are driven to declare that she‘is*thar- 
ried—though the name of her husband _ is not, know. = It is. said 
that the sister of Louis Puirip and the Duke of ORLEANs wish 
to bring the Dutchess to trial, and to punish her for high treason; 
and that M. Turers declares that course has become indis- 
pensable. If is a curious circumstance, that the Jew named 
Deutz, who betrayed the Dutchess, has refused his reward; and 
the motive of his treachery is said to have been jealousy. The 
specimens of the morals of absolute Princes and Princesses which 
occasionally come before the public are truly edifying. ; 

The proceedings in the British Parliament with regard to Ire- 
land are watched with great interest in Paris; and many shrewd 
and unpleasant remarks are made in the journals upon the state 
of affairs in that part of our dominions—that conquered and op- 
pressed province, as they term our Sister Isle. 

t 


The news from Oporto is contradictory. The Times publishes 
letters from two different correspondents, who scarcely agree in 
any one particular of importance. We suspect, however, that it 
will.turn ont that the Portuguese really prefer: Don Miavuet to 
his brother; and that the cause of the latter, who appears to be a 
vain, wavering, and presumptuous man, is all but hopeless. 


Some alarm has been created among the merchants trading to 
Spain, by the publication, in a Madrid journal, of a Royal decree 
for the prevention of smuggling, containing regulations of the most 
absurd and vexatious nature, and which would in effect put an end 
to our commerce with that country. It turns out, however, that 
the publication of the decree does not render it an official act; and 
there is good reason to believe that it will not be eventually enforced. 

The Spanish Liberals ave forming themselves into ‘a body of 
volunteers for the defence of ‘the Queen and her daughter against 
the Carlists. Up tothe 10th of February, more than ten thousand 
men had enlisted: -The old Royalist volunteers are disbanded, in 
consequence of their supposed attachment to the parigr’Ot 
Cartos. Changes also are constantly making ‘in the Sq 
General, or Lords-Lieutenant, of the provinces. b= 





of the Apostolical faction are everywhere promoted. Cee ee 2 ) 
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Bebates and Proceedings in Parliament. 


1. Inetanp. On Monday, when Mr. Bernat brought up the re- 
port of the Committee of Supply for granting three millions, 

Mr. O’Cownett said, that often as he had endeavoured to direct the 
sympathies of the House towards the wrongs of his ill-fated country, 
he never felt so painfully anxious as at that moment. He had termed 
the Address a brutal and sanguinary address; but, as it had received 
the sanction of the House, he could no longer apply such terms to it. 


His present object was not to characterize by any attempt at strength of language 
the proceedings about to be adopted in Ireland. The subject would be degraded and 


the cause injured if he descended to personalities; and in adverting to the projected | 


measure, he wished to be discovered to be an Irishman only by the infallible test of ac- 
e@ent: He would fain k only as a lover of freedom and of the constitution—as an 
Englishman or a Scotchman would speak upon a topic interesting to all hearts. He 





was desirous of characterizing that measure as if it were a at onee to outlaw 
the Seottish nation—to abolish her rights, and to plaee her liberties at the mercy of 
@fficers of two years’ standing. Tranquillity of temper was a proof of determination ; 
and this he must say, that were he an Englishman, and such a measure brought forward 

licable to England, he should think death preferable. Though “ the blood would 
follow where the knife was driven,” the “ iron had not yet entered the soul ;"’ and de- 
testing slavery as if he were an Englishman, he could not but be deeply sensible of the 
folly, the madness, the wickedness of those who would now crown all the mischiefs and 
amiseries of Ireland by the extinction of the last spark of her liberty. 

He proceeded to vindicate himself from the charge that he had insti- 

d Anti- Tithe meetings and then shrunk from attending them. The 

t was just the reverse. He was three hundred miles distant when 
these tithe meetings were held ; and had he been in Ireland, it was pro- 
bable that they never would have been held at all. With regard to the 
eta put forward for the justification of the coercive measures now 

preparation against his country, he would say that 

The drivellings of old doating senility—the ravings of antiquated old-womanhood— 
‘were more dignified than those old femininities so garrulously put forth as reasons for 
the measure he alluded to. (Repeated cheers from the Opposition.) 

It would be well to inquire what had been done to pacify Ireland, be- 
fore it was sought to enrage her. With the exception of the relief from 
- the payment of Church Cess, every measure of conciliation was pro- 
spective. The Church Reform Bill did not suspend the tithe-hunt for 
one moment; pigs would still as remorselessly be chased, and corn and 
hhay as ruthlessly seized, as before. No prospective reduction in the 
income of the Church was contemplated; but he saw clearly that it 
must follow. 

“ The Bill cashiers ten out of twenty-two, Bishops as of no use ; and I’do not think that 

@ Reformed Parliament is likely again to admit the practice, that those who are of no 
service shall be paid just as if they were. The Bishop of Waterford, for instance, is to 
be something like a ? somes at whist,—three are to play the game, while he is to do no- 
thing; and it is out of the question to suppose that the House, as at present consti- 
tuted, will allow ten of on practical dummies to exist in Ireland. (Cheers and 
daughter.) 1 find in the measure, tlierefore, the seeds of much future good, and I hail 
it accordingly.” 

He would not be stingy in his praise. He would not enter into the 
merits of the Corporation Reform Bill; and he would give Ministers 
full credit for intended benefits. 

“When Mr. Stanley the other night spoke of his affection for Ireland, who (said Mr. 
Connell) cheered him more warmly than [ did? Expressions of kindness are music 
to my ear; and I do him the justice to say that he threw upon his colleagues in officea 

fall sc a in all the measures of harshness of which we have been complaining. 

e fully vindicated himself from any individual severity ; and I will not, in future, 

courtesy that I owe him as a qpremen, or the justice that is due to him as 
mastatesman. ( Cheers from all sides.) If, hereafter, in the warmth of debate, I chance 
fo mix personality with argument, I will remember that the acts of Mr. Stanley are 
the acts of the Government.” 

He hoped to see the day when the head of that Government would 
be made to answer before the justly indignant Commons of the United 
Empire for his outrageous violation of all law and justice in his mea- 
sures of coercion towards Ireland. He would remind those Members 
‘who had voted for the Address, that ve! were not pledged to support 
those measures. When he so earnestly opposed that Address, he 
had been accused of slandering the Ministry, by Mr. Spring Rice, be- 
eause he assumed that the Habeas Corpus Act and Trial by Jury were 
%o be suspended. He thought it but reasonable, as Mr. Rice was con- 
mected with the Ministry, to believe that no such measures were con- 
templated ; but was it fair to allow the House to be so deceived? Mr. 
O'Connell then proceeded to stigmatize the proposed measures in the 
most emphatic terms, and justified his former attack upon the Whig 
party by a reference to their violation of the treaty of Limerick, and 
their original introduction of the Insurrection Act into Ireland in 1807. 

“ Now,” he said, “ what do the Whigs do again? They threaten us not with one act, 
‘but with the lation and tration of every oppressive statute ever inflicted 
upon Ireland—the Curfew—the Insurrection Act—the suspension of the Habeas Cor- 
— power of impri t, and quent torture—the abolition of the 

rial by Jury—the absence of all legal responsibility—and the total suppression of the 
Bight of petition,” Never yet was there such a measure as that for changing the venue, 

Mr. Wywn here called Mr. O’Connell to order, on the ground that 
he was irregularly discussing the details of a measure which might 
mever come before the House. 

The Speaker said, it was always difficult to distinguish whether a 
member was speaking about any particular measure not before the 
House, or whether he was generally discussing the notorious intentions 
of Government with respect to any line of policy. In the former case, 
he would be out of order. 

: Mr. O’ConneEtt said, he would take care to reconcile his observa- 
tions and inquiries with the rules and forms of the House. He rose for 
the purpose of putting a question to the Ministry respecting some 
measure which it was understood that they had in contemplation, and 
which they would net be able to execute, if the.vote of Supply now 
under the consideration of the House were refused. He then com- 
mented in very strong language on the iniquity of that part of the pro- 
posed bill which, by changing the venue, would enable Government to 
send a Catholic of the South to be tried by an Orange Jury in the 
North. The suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act was, in the plain 
language of Mr. Cobbett, a power of indefinite imprisonment. And 
when the wretched prisoner was brought to trial, he might be convicted 
and sentenced by five military officers, who had reached the age of 
#wenty-one and been two years in service. 

Mr. Suter here said—“ A majority of five will be sufficient to find 
am Irishman. guilty.” 

Mr. Stranuey insisted that this was a disorderl 








discussion of the 


details of the proposed bill, persevered in by Mr. O'Connell, although 
ye knew that the Ministry could not join issue with him on any of those 
s, 


| the Repeal ery a hundredfold. 


Mr, O’ConnNELL said, there was nothing 
for Ireland answering him. 

“ I am not out of order. 
I tell them that I will vote against going into a\Committee of Supply until I have ex. 


— my opinions and feelings as to what those designs are said to be, and until] | 
ave ascertained precisely their seope and tendency. (Cries of ‘ Hear, hear!” ang | 

: play. What! will you not only oppress the | 7 
unfortunate Irish themselves, but silence their chosen though talentless advocate? Am |” 


‘ Order, order’) Oh! give us some fair 


I thus to be put down, and replied to by instalments !” 


The Speaker said that the discussion of these details was disorderly, | 3 


Mr. O’Connett was desirous of not transgressing the rules of the 
House ; and thought that, if rightly understood, it would be found that 
he wa not intentionally out of order. He then contended that the 
Americans had less cause for revolt than the Irish, for they had still 
trial by Jury. He dwelt upon the enormities committed during the 
Rebellion under martial law,—particularly the whippings inflicted to 
extort evidence. The refusal of the right of petition drove the Stuarts 
from the throne ;—yet that right was to be denied to Ireland. He de. 
nied in the most direct terms, that any considerable portion of Ireland 
was disturbed, or that the preedial “insurrection” (as Lord Grey termed 
it) had any connexion with political agitation. He had done more than 
any other man to put down the priedial insurrection. In 1822, Sir 
John Lambert, the Commander of the troops stationed at Cork, had 
printed at his own expense thirty-six thousand copies of an address 
which he (Mr. O’Connell) had written‘in order to induce the peasantry 
to obey the law. He recommended the employment of Special Com- 
missions; which had always proved successful in quelling disturbances, 
He declared that he was only a Repealer because there was no chance 
of any, but a Local Legislature really understanding and applying a pro. 
per remedy to Irish grievances. The present measure i increase 
He firmly believed that the real ob. 
ject of Ministers, after all, was to facilitate the collection of tithes 
throughout the land. He maintained that for the mere suppression of 
disorders, they had abundant means already at their disposal; but they 
wanted juries who would convict without evidence. He pressed 


should a rebellion in Ireland break out in consequence of these violent 
measures. 


“I call upon the English members not to give their sanction to these measures—not 
to condemn unheard, and confound every civil and political right. Before they act un- 
justly towards Ireland, I bid them be cautious, and reflect upon the monetary and com- 
mercial system of their country. 
injustice done to Ireland, and you will see what weight England will have in the 
Congress of Nations! 
will soon see the value of your Three per Cents upon the Stock Exchange ! 
to Ireland, and your measures of economy will go 
standing army ; you will have thousands of other mercenaries under various denomiua. 
tions; to support whom the taxation you complain of must be kept up, if not increased. 
Besides which, you will have its moral consequences—you will be accused in the face of 
Europe of ingratitude; and it will be said that Ireland hates you, as she ought, if you 
sanction such measures to be passed against her.” 


Lord AttnHorpe said that this discussion was most irregular. 


Be unjust 


House ; and in the mean while, he protested against the general veracity 
of Mr. O’Connell’s statements. 


tyranny “ to the death!” If this measure were carried, the Irish woul 
consume no exciseable articles, and the revenue must consequently 
suffer. 


Colonel Conotty regretted the adoption of strong measures ; but, in 


sworn informations before him that Mr. O’Connell had attended a 


for his use. 


were to supersede the ordinary judicature in Ireland— 

His manifest impartiality, his freedom from all passion and all prejudice, strongly, 
no doubt, recommended the dressing of justice in regimentals (Hear, hear!) Who cou 
be so unreasonable as to object to a triumvirate composed of such men as the gallat 
Colonel? Who could think his liberty or his home in hazard, when they were tok 
confided to men who, under red coats, bore so much calm disinterestedness as the gil 
lant Colonel ? 


He maintained that there was no difficulty in obtaining verdict 


of witnesses or jurors being molested. He read extracts from forme 
speeches of Mr. Spring Rice, Lord Brougham, and Lord John Ru 
sell, in which they condemned, in the strongest language, the use ¢ 
coercive measures towards Ireland, even at a time when the distur 
ances were much more serious than at present. He also read a protet 
by Lord Grey against a clause in one of the Six Acts, which gave tl 
Police the right of search for arms in Ireland. In Ireland, the prote 
stated— 


acts of private resentment and revenge, than the abuses which took place, particulat! 
the insults which were offered to women, in the exercise of a similar power,” 

He concluded by imploring the House to save his country from ti 
infliction of the dreadful tyranny with which it was threatened. 

Mr. O’ConnELt here rose to deny Colonel Conolly’s statementt 
his having been present at an anti-tithe meeting. 

Colonel Conotty said, he had been to the town of Leixlip, and Wi 
stopped at the house of a tenant of his, named Herbert. 

Mr. O’Connett said, the only meeting which he had ever attend 
there was an Anti- Union one. 

Mr. Sraniey maintained, in opposition to Mr. Sheil, that intim- 
dation of witnesses and jurors was carried to a very great extent in Ir- 
land ; and mentioned some instances of the difficulty of getting a i 
empannelled. In one case, out of two hundred and five names whit 
were called over, only thirty were answered. 

Mr. D. Ronayne said, it was very common, when there was 
pretence of intimidation, for only fifty.jurors, out of one hundred at 
fifty who were summoned, to answer to their names. 

Mr. Cattacnan, Mr. O'Dwyer, Mr. Frxy, Mr. Maurice O’Cot 
NELL, and Mr. Hume supported the same side of the question ® 
Mr. O’Connell, and repeeiiied the measures of Government. M: 
Home said that Ministers in fact called upon the people of England" 











wage war against Ireland for the sake of the Church Establishment. 


I bid them think upon the Powers of Europe. Let | 


for nought. You will have an increased | 


the present state of Ireland, they were necessary. He said that he hai | 
anti-tithe meeting at Leixlip, where fifty pounds of rent was collected | 


Mr. Sue. considered that Colonel Conolly furnished in his ow | 
person some evidence of the character of those military tribunals whic | 


“ It is well known, nothing more contributed to irritate the people, and to promt | 


to prevent the Secretary | 


I attribute to his Majesty’s Ministers certain designs; anj F 


strongly upon the House the momentous dangers which would arise | 


t 
' 
3 


Let insurrection and rebellion be created in Ireland, and you | 


} 
f 


' 


He | 
should be prepared to justify the measure when brought before the | 


Mr. Fercus O’Connor said that he would resist the proposed act of | 


against the guilty in Ireland ; and that scarcely an instance had occurred | 3 
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‘Lord Joun Rvssexr declared that he was guilty of no inconsistency 
in supporting measures of coercion towards Ireland. He had several 
times refrained from opposing the Insurrection Act, when it became 
necessary to introduce it into Ireland. 

The resolutions of the report of the Committee on Supply were then 
agreed to. 


2. Irish DisturBANcE Biit. In the House of Lords, on Monday, 
Lord ELLENzorovcH moved for returns from the Chief Constables of 
Policein Ireland, specifying the outrages committed in March, April, 
and May 1832. ‘ 

Earl Grey said, it would be very inconvenient to make them at the 
present time ; as many persons were deterred by fear from making com- 
plaints of what they had suffered. He had made himself thoroughly 
acquainted with the state of Ireland—all the returns, every source of in- 





formation, had been carefully examined by him previously to the intro- | 


duction of his bill for suppressing disturbances in that country. 

Lord ELLenrorguen did not wish to delay the progress of the bill, 
but thought it desirable to have all the information on the subject 
which could be obtained previous to passing it. 

The returns moved for by Lord Ellenborough were then ordered. 

Earl Grey moved the second reading of the bill for the Suppressing 
of Illegal Associations and Local Disturbances in Ireland. 

The Earl of Wicktow agreed that the present bill was rendered ne- 
cessary by the alarming state of Ireland; but strongly censured the 
Ministry for not having introduced a similar measure at an earlier pe- 
riod. He said that their present object was to conciliate the Con- 
servatives by coercive measures, and to gain over the Radicals by 
throwing sacrilegious hands on that venerable pile the Church Esta- 
blishment. He maintained that the Repeal of the Union was merely 
the watchword of a faction, and was quite unpopular with the wealthy 
and intelligent members of Irish society. _He admitted the abilities of 
Mr. Stanley, but thought that a man of more experience should be 
sent to Ireland as Chief Secretary. 

Lord MetzourneE denied that the Government entertained any un- 
worthy views of conciliating the Repealers. He would not use any 
language that was not respectful to the House; but what Lord Wicklow 
had stated, he would plainly say, was not the fact. Coercive measures 
alone had been often tried without success. He was therefore, for 
one, well pleased that conciliatory measures were to accompany those 
— the Government had with extreme reluctance been compelled to 
adopt. 

The Earl of Lonerorp was convinced that the Marquis of Angle- 
sea, though an excellent military man, was totally unfit for the govern- 
ment of Ireland. He had in fact mismanaged the affairs of that country 
for several years. 

The Earl of RopENn complained that Ministers had not been earlier 
with their coercive measures; which ought to have been adopted during 
the last session of Parliament, when he had drawn their attention to 
the alarming state of Ireland. He would support the present measures 
of Government ; but with regard to the plan for reforming the Irish 
Church Establishment, he would only then say, that it had for its object 
the spoliation of the Church in Ireland, and that the same principle 
would speedily be extended to the Church in England. 

The Marquis of CLanricarpE defended the Marquis of Anglesea 
against the attacks which were so unfairly made upon him. Nothing 
could be more unjust than to reproach him with the accidental use of 
the word agitation, at a moment when his feelings were excited and he 
was not in office. 

The Duke of WELLINGTON said, it was useless to go back to former 
proceedings. The duty of the House was to attend to the state of 
things in Ireland at the present moment. That state of things ren- 
dered the proposed measure absolutely necessary. He should, there- 
fore, without looking to one side or the other, give the Government 
all the support in his power. He was sorry that the present measure 
had not been sooner introduced; but as he conceiyed that it would do 
much good, he hoped it would be adopted by the House with as little 
delay as possible. He was of opinion, however, that some amendments 

were necessary ; and he should move in Committee that the Courts- 
+ ag should be appointed on the principle recognized in the Mutiny 

ill. 

Earl Grey thanked the Duke of Wellington for the courteous man- 
ner in which he had stated his intention. His suggestions should be 

taken into serious and immediate consideration. The present bill was 
a matter of necessity, not one of choice. It was brought forward for 
the preservation of the public peace—for the maintenance of the power 
of Government—above all, for the protection of the great body of 
the people, whose rights were outraged by the prevalence of riot and 
intimidation. 

The bill was then read a second time, without a dissentient voice. 

_Lord Trynuam, on Tuesday, moved for a list of Irish Privy Coun- 
cillors. It was his intention to propose an amendment in Committee, 
to the effect that proclamations declaring places to be in a state of dis- 
turbance should be issued under the seals of not less than six Privy 
Councillors, 

Lord Cioncurry charged the Magistrates of Ireland with culpable 
Negligence in the performance of their duties. It was by no means 
difficult to quell disturbances in Ireland, if Magistrates would only act 
With vigour and prudence at their outset. 

Pr Earl of Wicktow defended the character of the Irish Magis- 

The Marquis of WestmeatH said that Lord Cloncurry appeared to 
Keep upa correspondence with a number of priests, whose information 
was hardly to be relied upon. 

Lord Croncurry denied this. 
newspapers, 

Lord Teynham’s motion was then negatived. 

Earl Grey then moved that the House resolve itself into a Com- 
wee upon the Irish Disturbances Bill. 

number of clauses were read and agreed to. On. the clause bein 
read relative to the formation of Gourd caertet, P 


He derived his information from the 











Earl Grey observed, that he had paid due attention to the sugg: stions which [had 
been offered by the Duke of Wellington on the preceding night. One of these was, 
that the sentences of courts-martial should not be carried into effect until they met the 
approval of the Lord-Lieutenant or of the Lords Justices of Ireland. The was, 
that an officer of a certain rank should preside over such courts-martial, He had no 
serious objection to either proposition : he only feared, with respect to the first, that in 
some cases an inconvenient delay would be caused in waiting for the approval of a 
sentence. 

The Duke of WetLtNcToN explained the object he had in xiew— 

It was to confine as nearly as possible the duties that officers in the Army were 
under the provisions of this measure called upon to perform to those which they might 
be called upon to discharge at military courts-martial for the trials of efficers and 
soldiers ; in short, that they should try none but under the orders of the Lerd Licu- 
tenant, and should cause the execution of no sentence they might pronounce, until its 
confirmation by the Lord Lieutenant should be first had and obtained. 

The Earl of Wicktow objected to the amendment, on account of the 
delay which would ensue between the conviction and the execution of 
the sentence, if the approval of the Lord-Lieutenant was to be 
obtained. 

Lord Brovcuam expleined the operation of the proposed measure— 

The party charged would be brought to trial, and the trial for a time closed, though 
not closed in reality, but closed only by a cessation of the proceedings fora day or 
two; and though the trial had concluded, it would only be as if an adjourament had 
taken place, and the real conclusion of the proceedings would be when the conm@rmation 
of the sentence by the Lord-Lieutenant was received, and then the party would be 
brought up, and the sentence so confirmed pronounced, and would then be immediately 
carried into effect. 

The clause, as amended, then passed. 

The other clauses of the bill were also agreed to, after some discus- 
sion. The last clause limits the operation of the bill to the Ist of 
August 1834, 

The report on the bill was brought up on Thursday; when Earl 
Grey proposed an amendment to the tenth clause, relating to courts- 
martial,—to the effect that the accused might have the benefitof coun- 


| sel; who should be allowed to put questions to witnesses directly, in- 





stead of handing them up to the President, and putting them after 
having received his sanction. 

The Duke of Cumsertanpand Lord Harrowsy objected to this 
deviation from the practice of courts-martial. 

Lord Wynrorp supported the amendment. It was necessary in 
some degree to depart from the strict practice of courts-martial, be- 
cause the courts constituted under this act would have to deal with 
civil offences. 

The clause, as amended, was agreed to. 

Earl Grey introduced an additional clause, making it a migdemean- 
our for any person to give any signals by bonfires, rockets, singing of 
bells, blowing of horns, firing of guns, or by any other deyiee. for the 
purpose of convening or giving notice of any illegal assembly. 

This clause also was agreed to. 

Earl Grey moved the third reading of the bill last night. 

Lord Treynuam contended that the measure was a violent infringe- 
ment of the Constitution, and would add to the irritation instead of 
tending to allay it. It was hurried indecently through the Howse; but 
still there was time to pause; and he entreated Ministers to recollect 
that violent measures never succeeded in obtaining their object. 

The Earl of WEsTMoRELAND expressed his entise approbation . of 
the bill; and taunted Ministers with having been forced at to 
adopt more arbitrary measures than those which they had se #1 y 
opposed when emanating from a Tory Administration. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 


The Disturbances Bill, as passed by the Lords, was presented in the 
House of Commons the same evening. 

Lord A.ruorp said, as it was considered desirable that the bill 
should be printed before it was read the first time, he should moye that 
it be read a first time on Wednesday next. In answer to a question 
by Mr. Hume, he stated that the Church Reform Bill would be 
brought in by the end of next week; and the Grand Jury Bill, he 
hoped, next week also. 

Mr. O’ConnELt said, that Ministers could not control the “direc- 
tion of their conciliatory measures in ‘“ another place.” He should 
move for a call of the House for Wednesday next, to be repeated day 
after day, until there was some relaxation at all events in the proyisions 
of the despotic bill. 

Mr. Sran.ey said, the Government were as greatly pledged to the 
remedial as to the other measures : they were bound as a Government, to 
a certain line of policy, which they had explained ; and if they should 
be unable to enforce that policy, they would be utterly disgraced by 
retaining their situations. 


Mr. Suett thought that they ought to be certain, before passing the 


coercive measures, that the remedial ones would be passed in the House 
of Lords. He asked Lord Althorp what had become of his pledge to 
improve the system of calling Juries in Ireland, and to assimilate it to 


the English mode. That pledge had been distinctly given last session, 
and never had been redeemed. 

Lord’ ALTHoRP admitted that this was true; yet he gave the pledge 
in perfect sincerity, believing that it would be redeemed. The bill was 
not carried in the Lords because the prorogation of Parliament inter- 
fered. 

“ I am ready to say now that my pledge was not redeemed last session ; and that it 
must be redeemed in the course of the present session. (Cheers.) I do not consider, 
from the circumstances under which that pledge failed, that I was so com tomyerd as 
to make it impossible for me to remain a member of the Government.” (Hear, hear!"”) 


8 Irish Venue Bru. A bill introduced by Earl Grey, for 
changing the venue in certain cases in Ireland, was read a first time 
on Thursday, and a second time last night. Lord Grey obseryed, that 
there were, unfortunately, several precedents in Irish history for such 
a bill. In those, however, to which he alluded, the venue conld only 


be changed to Dublin: he proposed, where it was practicable, to change 
the former bills also,.it,.could 
he proposed 
that it might be done at the instance of the party accused. f a ane 
would be limited to August 1834, the same period as the Disturbances 
Bill which had just passed. 

The Earl of Wicktow, Lord ELtensonoven, and Lord Wanfor, 


it also to the neighbouring county. 


only be changed at the instance of the Attorney-General : 
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were of opinion that the bill should be made a permanent measure; or 
at any rate, that its duration should be extended to at least five years. 

Lord ELLenzorovcH reminded Ministers of the truth of Lord 
Bacon's saying, ‘that nothing destroyed authority so much as the un- 
equal and untimely interchange of power, pressed too far, and relaxed 
too much.” y 


Lord Brovcuam saw no objection to making that part of the bill 
permanent which changed the venue to the adjoining county. The 
duration of the bill would have to be considered in the next session. 

Earl Grey said, the bill secured to the prisoner the fullest oppor- 
tunity of bringing forward bis witnesses, and allowed him all reasonable 
expenses. 


4. Intsu Granp Jury System. Mr. Srantey, on Tuesday, brought 
forward his motion on the subject of Irish Grand Juries. He explained 
the nature of the duties which they had to perform— 

The Grand Jury in Ireland, in addition to their criminal functions, had the whole ad- 
ministration of the civil affairs of the county iutrusted to them. They fixed the sala- 
ries of public officers; they regulated prisops and houses of correction ; they levied 
funds for the support of hospitals ; they made and repaired roads and bridges ; and they 
framed accounts of the expenses incurred in these matters, They had, in fact, not only 
to transact the business which was usually performed by an English Grand Jury, but 
they exercised, at the same time, many of the functions of the English Legislature, 
They determined what public works should be wndertaken—what price should be paid 
for them—and who were the individuals that should undertake them, and be responsible 
for their completion. They declared the amount of the local taxation of the county ; 
and, under their direction, it was levied from the actual occupiers of the land. 

The amount of local taxation which they controlled was no less than 
nine hundred and forty thousand pounds per annum. . Their delibe- 
rations were carried on in private; their presentments were secret ; 
there was no check whatever on their proceedings. The time which 

was allotted for the performance of their duties was too limited. The 
whole system was favourable to corruption. 
¥ An instance of the mode in which corruption was exercised, in consequence of these 
powers of the Grand Jury, might be given in the making of roads. A gentleman who 
wanted a road made_on his estate, or who wanted employment for his labourers, would 
make a presentment ; a committee would be appointed; he would get his own name, 
and perhaps that of a friend, put upon this committee ; and he would thus have the 
management of the whole affair. He would then employ his own labourers—would 
pay them out of the -funds levied upon the couunty—and by these means would enable 
them to pay him, out of the salary they thus received from the county at large, a rent 
which depended not on the profits of the holding itself, but on the amount of the money 
he was enabled to procure them on account of labours in public works. 

The following were the remedies which he proposed for the evils of 
the present system. He would render it imperative on the High She- 
riff to put upon the Grand Jury one gentleman from each barony in the 
county. He would provide for the public discussion of every present- 
ment in open court previously to its being laid before the Jury; so 
that a presentment negatived by this Court (which would be so consti- 
tuted as to resemble the English Quarter-sessions) would never be 
laid before the Jury at all. He would take away from the Grand Jury 
the power of selecting the persons who were to have the contracts for 
the performance of any public works which might be determined upon. 
Tenders should be made for the work to be done: and, with very few 
and peculiar exceptions, the persons making the lowest offers should be 
employed. An engineer, approved of by the Board of Engineers, and 
whose situation would correspond with that of County Surveyor, should 
attend every session of the Grand Jury, and report upon the expediency 
and probable'cost of each undertaking. A’provision should be made inall 
leases, that the tenant might deduct from the landowner the amount of 
the County Cess, which would thus be thrown more directly than at 
present upon those who had the privilege of voting it away in public 
works. ‘The Session should be empowered to appoint a committee to 
manage the County funds, instead of a County Treasurer. County 
Treasurers had frequently jobbed with the public money, lending it out 
at interest for their own private gain. Defaulters, too, had been nume- 
rous among them. It was desirable, therefore, to take the funds of the 
public from under their control. He considered that it was desirable, 
though his bill contained no clause to that effect, to take the great mail- 
coach roads out of the control. of Grand Juries, and invest it in some 
public board. He thought that the plan proposed would effect great 
good ; and he should be ready to introduce any amendments that were 

“practicable and advantageous into the measure. Mr. Stanley concluded 
by moving for leave to bring in a bill “to amend the laws relating to 

Grand Juries in Ireland.” 

Mr. O’ConneE Lt said that Mr. Stanley had underrated the evils of 
the Grand Jury system in Ireland— 

Some estates had been purchased, and many freed from incumbrances, merely by the 
owners sittigg upon Grand Juries; and it at last became a point of honour not to vote 
against any gentleman’s presentment. 

He considered that two persons from every barony ought to be 
elected by the rate-payers to sit upon every Grand Jury, seeing that it 
chad the voting away of the public money. 

Some ‘of the details in the plan of Mr. Stanley he highly approved, but others he 
thought impracticable. It was idle to suppose that he would gain any thing by publi- 
city, if, after providing for the open discussion of a question, he allowed the-Grand Jury 
to retire and in secret to decide. This was blowing hot and cold, and destroying the 
very principle professed to be established. These were matters that could be discussed 
in the Committee, aswell as the futile attempt (for such he must with all respect call 
it) to throw upon landlords the payment of the County Cess. At best, it could only be 

jrospective, if it did any good; but he feared it would do much harm, by, inducing the 

and ords of Ireland not to grant leases. : 

Dr. Lerroy defended the present Grand Jury system, and the con- 
duct of the High Sheriffs. 

Colonel Conotty completely concurred with those who thought 
that any change in the Grand Jury system must be for the better, 
and thanked Mr. Stanley for his measure. 

Mr.. F. O’Connor, Colonel Torrens, Mr. Fryn, Mr. Joun 
Browne, Lord Crements, Mr. Pryme, and Mr. Maurice O’Con- 
NELL, all concurred in their approbation of the proposed amendments. 

Leaye was then given to bring in the bill. 


5. Svame Duties. When Lord Atrnorp, on Monday, moved the 
order of the day for bringing up the report of the Committee of Supply, 

Mr. Coxrserr said, he would not allow the Representatives of the 
People to grant any supplies to the Government until he had made a 
statement of some of the grievances under which the people laboured. 
He would not occupy the attention of the House with trifling matters, 
but would confine himself to an exposure of the partiality, cruelty, and 
injustice of the two acts of Parliament called the Stamp Duties’ Act 








and the Auction Duties Act. It would appear from the statement he | 


was about to make, that the Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry, had taken can 









to relieve themselves from the burden of taxation, which fell heavily o, i 
the Poor, increasing in proportion as it reached them. This statemen; bi 
was not likely to excite much love in the people towards their supe. | 7 she; 
riors. Mr. Stanley had said that Government must be feared befor | 7% to « 
it could be loved. But hatred generally accompanied fear. Minister, 7) 2™° 


thought differently. They wished to be feared before they were loved, | 
and they would soon see how it would end. 

The duties on stamps, amounting to about.seven millions per annun, 
were imposed by an act which passed on the Ist of July 1815, in the 
55th year of George the Third. The landed gentry scarcely paid any 
portion of this amount. Mr. Cobbett then went on to explain hoy 
freehold property was exempted from the Legacy-duty, while persona 
property was heavily taxed; and the smaller the amount, the higher 
was the tax in proportion. This remark also held good with respec 
to Leases, Bonds, Mortgages, Annuities; Receipts, Promissory 
Notes, Bills of Exchange, Appraisements, and Insurances on Lives, 
The poor man, as a matter of course, was made to pay more in propor. 
tion than the rich man. He made this exhibition of the iniquity of the 
Stamp-laws, because he perceived that Ministers were determined to 
force all their measures, and not take off a farthing of the taxes. In 
one instance, he must confess, there appeared something like impar. 
tiality in the Stamp-duties: in the case of apprenticeships, the duty 
increased regularly with the amount of the premium ; but then, he re. 
collected that the sons of the nobility and gentry were never bound 
apprentices, and that accounted for this single instance of seeming 
fairness. ‘There was one clause at the end of the Act to which he 
would especially refer: it was that which exempted from the opera. 
tion of the Stamp-duty 

All mortgages, leases, and other instruments for making provision for the building 
and purchasing of houses—for whom did the House think? For beneficed clergynien, 
Could such things be endured by a Reformed House of Commons? Would they sit 
and sanction suchlaws? If they did do so, let them go back and look their constitu. 
ents in the face afterwards. Let them take the resolutions which he intended to pro. 
pose in their hands, and say that they had opposed them. a 

He proceeded to expose the gross partiality of the mode in which | 
the Auction-duties operated. A duty of seven pence in the pound! — 
was laid upon the sale of lands, tenements, shares, jewels, plate, ships, ig 
&c. ; while a duty of one shilling was imposed upon the sale of other | ~ 
things, such as furniture, which a ruined farmer or tradesman was com. | ~ 
pelled to send to auction. 

What ought the House to do, then, if this state of facts was true? There ought to be 
a Committee of the House to take into consideration these grievances—they ought to 
tell the people that at least they would look into these grievances. Let them tell the 
people so now. He would try them now. He should conclude with moving this Reso. 
lution—* That on the lst of March this House will take into consideration the nature, 
tendency, and effect of the several Acts of Parliament which impose taxes on Stamps, 
and on things sold by Auction.’ “All he asked, then, was to take these things into con- 
sideration. 

Dr. Batpwin seconded the motion ; which he thought was practi. 
cally directed to obtain an advantage for the people. He hoped that | 
the duty on Glass would be repealed. 


Lord ALtTHoRP admitted the unequal operation of the Stamp and | — 
Auction-duties ; but soalso were the Assessed Taxes. In every case of | 
taxation, when the amount became considerable, the percentage on 
which the taxes had been calculated was diminished. The reason of 
this was, that these taxes seldom came into operation upon large masses 
of property, the proceeds of these taxes being generally drawn from | 
property of moderate amount. 

With respect to the Legacy-duty on land and freehold property, Mr. Cobbett must | 
be aware that the expense of conveying property of that description was infinitely 
greater than it was in the case of personal property. He was not answerable for wat| | ™ 
was done in 1815, the time at which the Act alluded to by Mr. Cobbett was passed; > ™ 
but perhaps some of the circumstances which had been pointed out were the resultol| ~~ tg 
oversight. There was one reason for not imposing a Legacy-duty upon landed pro th 
perty, to which he would just advert. It must be evident, that if such a duty were im 
posed, the whole value of the landed property of the country would, in a certain num- 
ber of years, pass through the hands of the State. (“ Hear!” from Mr. Cobbett.) Yor 
instance, if a Legacy-duty of one per cent. were imposed upon landed property, its 
whole value would pass through the hands of the State in a hundred changes. That 
had always been considered a great objection to the imposition of such a tax. 

He stated that the revision and consolidation of the Stamp Acts wer > 7 
under consideration. There were two hundred and forty acts relating | 
to the Stamp-duties, which would be reduced to eleven. He agreed 
that the duties were in some instances too low proportionably ; but he 
did not think the House would agree to the alteration which Mr. Cob- 
bett would suggest. He was sorry that he could hold out no hopes of 
the repeal of the duty on Glass, especially when the repeal of so many 
other taxes was called for.’ He would resist the resolution proposed 
by Mr. Cobbett, because the House was taken by surprise. He ad: | 
mitted that the Stamp-duties pressed indirectly upon the labouring 
classes; but he thought that this inequality and its consequences hat 
been exaggerated. 














Mr. O’ConneE.t, Mr. Hume, Mr. D. W. Harvey, Mr. Rosrnsoy, a 
and. Mr. Warnurron, agreed with Mr. Cobbett as to the oppressiv | 7, 
operation of these duties upon the poorer classes; but recommendel | ~ th 
him to withdfaw his resolution, and to bring it forward upon notice} ~ a! 
in another shape, so that every member might be fully prepared to go | ~ Ls 
into the subject. j 

Mr. Conserr finally withdrew his resolution, after a few remarks Fg 
from Mr. Farrurvut.; who wished him to press it at once-upon the com F> 7g, 
sideration of the House. Ps in 

6. Pustic Accounts. Mr. Hume moved, on Thursday, x he 

“ For Estimates of the total Revenue and Expenditure for 1833; for Estimates, ia 
detail, of the charges for Collection of the Revenue; and of Payments made out of the 
revenue in its way to the Exchequer for other purposes than the collection of revenue. 

He complained of the incomplete manner in which the public accounts 
were laid before the House. ‘ No account was rendered of those sums 








which, being charged on the Consolidated Fund, were not under the 
control of the House. Last year, for instance, although our expendi 
ture was fifty-one millions, the amount of money voted by the House 
was only seyenteen millions seven hundred and eighty-two thousand 
pounds. ‘The cost of. collecting the revenue, which amounted to fout 
millions, was not included in that statement. He believed that if com- 
plete and well-arranged accounts of the expenditure of each department F It 
were laid before Parliament, a great saving might be made. he Es- 
timates with all their details might be made out by the 15th of January, 
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ture an 
He did not think that to be an honest account which etateil the whole expenditure of 
the nation to be 46,000,000/., when in fact it amoutited to 51,000,000), 
to obtain the means by which the people might be enabled to judge of the whole 
amount of taxation to be raised, and the whole amount of payments to be made, in the 
course of the year; as well asthe number of individuals employed in the Naval, Mili- 
tary, and Civil establishments of the country. 








arid then members would have time to consider what reduction might be 
made. 


He repeated, that until they had a statement of every shilling of the public expendi- 
receipts before them, their accounts would never be in a satisfactory state. 


His object was 


Lord AttHorr objected to the returns of the expense of collecting 


the revenue, on account of their multiplicity, and because they would 
not be of any use. 
He said that the whole of the revenue was actually under the control 
of Parliament, as well that part of it which was voted annually, as that 
which was charged by Act of Parliament for certain specified purposes 
on the Consolidated Fund. 
scind the Acts by which the sums were so appropriated. 
not give any account of the year ending the 5th of April, because it was 
not yet closed. } 
cial year was made to close in April instead of January; but now, it 
would seem, Mr. Hume wished to go back to the old plan. 
no objection whatever to voting annually the sums to be paid for the 
> collection of the revenue. 
» the Exchequer, which would soon be laid before the House, the gross 
~ revenue of the country would be paid into the Exchequer. 
' gard to furnishing estimates for the coming year—they were always 
founded upon the expenditure of the last year; and as that was not yet | 
concluded, it would be premature to bring forward the estimates which | 


He had no objection to granting the other returns. 


It was competent for Parliament to re- 
He could 


It was with Mr. Hume’s approbation that the finan- 
He had 
Under a bill for the better regulation of 
With re- 


Mr. Hume called for. Mr. Hume now found fault with the balance- 


sheet, which had been drawn up last year at his express suggestion, | 
and in the very form in which he proposed. 
by saying, that 


Lord Althorp concluded 


He would shortly bringin a bill for the better regulation of the Exchequer. By that 


bill, the whole gross revenue would be carried to one side of the account, whilst on the 


other side would be seen the whole expenditure. The House would thus have the 
fall power of checking and controlling the public purse, and of criticising the manage- 
ment of it even to the minutest item of expenditure. Hitherto the House had not had 


that control: when this bill was passed, it would possess it. 


Mr. Hume briefly replied. He complained that Lord Althorp had 
gained a brief laugh at his expense by a misstatement. 

The proposition of the present balance-sheet was not his. He had proposed a ba- 
lance-sheet which he thought would have been effectual: but an amendment had been 
moved upon his scheme by the late member for Abingdon, and that amendment had 
been carried by the Committee. His object was answered by this discussion, and he 
would therefore withdraw his resolutions, to save the House the trouble of dividing 
upon them. 


The motion was then, by leave, withdrawn. 


7. Kinc Lroroip’s Annuity. Mr. Hart, on Thursday, moved 
for an account of the money which had been paid into the Exchequer 
by order of the King of Betgluia. It was said that after the payment 
of a few debts, and a sum to be deducted for keeping up the establish. 
ment at Claremont, the residue of the pension was to be paid to the 
Exchequer. Mr. Hall wished to know how much, if any thing, had 
been paid in pursuance of this arrangement. The debts were calculated 
at that time at 10,0000. 

Lord Atruorr said, it had turned out, as was usually the case with 
debts, that they were much larger than was anticipated. They had not 
been paid off to this day, as the trustees had been afraid to act; and no 
money at all had been paid into the Exchequer from that source. 

The motion was withdrawn. 


8 ReEcREATION FoR THE Poor. Mr. Stanery, on Thursday, 
moved for the appointment of a Select Committee to consider the best 
means of securing open spaces, in the immediate vicinity of populous 
towns, as public walks, calculated to promote the health and comfort of 
the inhabitants. 

His notice had been upon the paper for two years; but during that time, he had 
found it impracticable to bring the question forward on account of the pressure of pub- 
lic business. He could not, however, but rejoice at the delay which had taken place, 
because, during the interval, the measure of Reform had been passed, which had 
brought into Parliament many members for those large communities for the benefit of 
the humbler classes of whom his motion was intended. 

He observed that the very great increase which had taken place in 
our population during the last thirty years, particularly in the manufac- 
turing towns and in London, rendered it highly desirable, as a means 
of improving and preserving health, that open spaces, public walks, and 
additional means of innocent recreation, should be provided for the 
lower classes. In London and the vicinity, with a population of 
1,750,000 souls within eight miles of St. Paul’s Cathedral, there were 
only the three Parks to which the people could resort for exercise. 
The inhabitants of the great manufacturing towns were still worse off. 

Though the population of these towns had actually doubled within the last thirty 
years, NO open spaces for recreation had been provided for the increased numbers. In- 
deed, so far from it, almost all the footpaths in the neighbourhood had been closed up, 


so that not even this small means of enjoying fresh air was afforded them. And yet, if 


the inhabitants of these Northern counties be compared with those of the Southern 
portion of the island, it would be seen that from their habits of industry and wealth 
they were eminently entitled to all those comforts and means of health which can be 
afforded them without encroaching on the rights of private property. 
poor-rates per head in the North of England is to that in the South as 1 to 3; per 
pound as | to 4; while the paupers are only as 1 to 7 compared with the South. 

Enclosure Acts had deprived the poor of almost every inch of open 
space throughout the country. The population of Manchester, which 
amounted to 187,000 persons, had no public walk or open space in the 
immediate vicinity, wherein to take exercise on Sunday, or after the 
hours of work were over. 


_ But, perhaps, the want of such open spaces for air and exercise for our m: 

ing population, pent up all day in the Pree air of their workshops, would pon nl 
striking if submitted to them as a question of medical police. Of 10,000 persons under 
twenty years of age, the deaths were 3,700, ina healthy and rural country ; ina marshy 
country, 4,200 ; and in the Metropolis, 4,500; being about 4} in 10: in Carlisle, 5,600 
¢ 5¢ in 10; in Preston, Stockport, Wigan, and other places in Lancashire engaged in 
the eotton trade, the deaths were 6 out of 10; while in Leeds, the mortality exceeded 6 
= of 10 ;—so that 6 out of 10 of the a oR in the manufacturing towns died be- 
lore they reached twenty years of age. Was not this striking fact in itself a host of ar- 


pone pe nh sunning the working classes in these towns increased facilities for health 


,He complained that there had been of late years much busy meddli 
Fg the reereations of the poor. Wakes tir fairs ae ia oat 

£ was despicable cant and hypocrisy to complain of the drunkenness 
which was suid to be on the increase, while such pains were taken to 
curtail the innocent enjoyments of the poor, and to drive them at the 


The amount of 


same time to the public-houses. There were other advantages con- 


‘ nected with the providing of public walks for the lower classes: and 


he expected that Mr. Poulett Thomson would support him on their 
account, if on no other. He alluded to the increased consumption of 
clothing which would result from it. 

He was little acquainted with the philosophy of mind who supposed that clothes 
were merely worn as articles of covering. (A laugh.) A plain man like himeelf, and 
still more his noble friend the Chancellor of the Exchequer, might, to be sure, wear 
coats and waistcoats for no other purpose (Great laughter); but nine-tenths of the 
House, and of mankind, and, without offence be it stated, of womankind, wore clothes 
chiefly as a means of gratifying the ruliug passion, love of distinction. (‘ Hear!” and 
a laugh.) That principle pervaded all ranks, and the lady’s maid took as much 
pride in her brilliant riband as her Dutchess mistress could in her diamond tiara. But 
unless there were pleasure-grounds and public walks for the artisans and their wives 
and daughters to exhibit themselves in, was it not evident that there was a drawback 
on that stimulus to industry which the wearing of fine clothes would generate ? 

He concluded by observing, that by sanctioning plans like this for 
increasing the comforts of the poor, they would remove much discon- 
tent, and earn a rich harvest of gratitude. 

Dr. Batpwin seconded the motion; and said, that the health and 
comfort of the poor would be more benefited by rendering their 
| dwellings cleaner, and the ‘lanes in which they were built wider, than 
| even by providing them with pleasure-grounds, though the latter also 
were very desirable. 
| 
! 








Mr. Georce Lams would do all in his power to promote Mr. Sla- 
ney’s object; but he doubted whether much could be done by the Le- 
| gislature. 

He had no objection to the trial of the experiment; and expressed the great pleasure 
it always gave him to see people who worked hard all the week innocently enjoying 
| themselves on Sunday. He hoped that nothing would at any time be attempted to 
| cloud the general sunshine of the cheerful Sabbath in this country. (Much cheering.) 
Mr. Farrurvut, Mr. Lennarp, and Mr. Porter, approved of Mr. 
| Slaney’s proposal. Mr. Potter said, that but for the exertion of a 
society in Manchester for the preservation of footpaths, there would 
have been very few left by this time within ten miles of Manchester. 

Mr. Portman said, he had given notice of a bill for amending the 
| law of highways, which he hoped would put an end to the practice of 
closing up footpaths. He thought that the Regent’s Park should be 
opened to the public as soon as possible. 

The Committee was then appointed. 


9. Licutnovuses. Mr. Hume, on Thursday, moved for the returns 
of the lighthouse duties paid at each lighthouse in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, from 1828 to the present time. He stated that a great ex- 
pense to the shipping interest was occasioned, by the practice which 
was persevered in, although pledges had been given by two of the 
Cabinet Ministers that it should be abolished, of granting leases of 
lighthouses to private persons. Lord Braybrooke and Mr. Coke both 
reccived large sums, the former for Winterton and Orfordness, the latter 
for Dungeness and Harwich lighthouses. Lord Braybrooke and his 
family had received 22,0002. per annum for twenty-one years from their 
lighthouses, and Mr. Coke 12,0002. per annum for his. There were 
many other private lighthouses from which no returns could be had. 
He considered that the King’s prerogative was unduly stretched when 
leases were granted to individuals by which a heavy tax was laid upon 
the shipping interest. The whole amount paid by that suffering in- 
terest for lighthouses was nearly 190,000/. per annum. The members of 
Trinity House were naval men, and managed the lighthouses under 
their care extremely well. But in Scotland and Ireland, the provosts, 
bankers, and lawyers had the management of them; and it was difti- 
cult to imagine that they could be competent to perform the duties of 
such an office. The whole system wanted inquiring into. 

Since the reciprocity system was introduced, by which foreign vessels were exempted 
from paying lighthouse dues, the Government paid to the private lighthouses all the 
extra dues which should have been paid by foreign ships but for that arrangement; so 
that the Government actually paid money out of the public purse to those private 
lixhthouses, over and above the large sums which were paid by the owners of ships in 
this country which they ought never to pay. 

Mr. Roxinson seconded the motion. He thought that private leases, 
as they expired, should not be renewed, and that the Government should 
give some pledge to that effect. 

Mr. Pouterr Tuomson would not oppose the motion. The Go- 
vernment intended to make the management of lighthouses the subject 
of a specific measure. 

With regard to the leases which had expired since “the period when the Committee 
on foreign trade had made their report, his opinion was, that they ought not to have 
been again conceded, but that those lighthouses should have been placed under the 
direction of the Trinity House. He could not agree, however, with Mr. Hame, in think- 
ing that the present Government were to blame regarding the renewal of those leases, 
The only leases which fell in since the present Government took office were two, which 
leases had been renewed to Greenwich Hospital ; and in those cases from 5,000/. to 
6,0001. a year were given up to the shipping interest, which could not have been de- 
manded, and the lights were put under the directions of the Trinity House. 

Sir Rozerr Peer defended the conduct of the late Government in 
renewing the leases of Lord Braybrooke and Mr. Coke,—both of them 
their steady opponents; so that there could have been no design of ac- 
quiring influence by the transaction. The Dungeness Lighthouse was 
built hy one of Mr. Coke’s ancestors, and the property belonged to Mr. 
Coke; so that Government, if they had not renewed the lease, would 
haye had to purchase it from him. 

Mr. Hume was aware that the Lighthouse belonged to Mr. Coke; 
but there was property within fifty yards of it belonging to the Trinity 
House, which would suit fully as well as the situation on which the 
present Lighthouse stood, 

EASE sai -ejoice that this question had been 

Mr. Pease said, he could not but 1.°1°* rte 1, at, ines wt es 
brought before the House, as it was one ene eee one mt 
sxeople was deeply i ES pi vie - . -~g that so important a 
people was deeply interested. He was desiroxv. 1 roushil 

subject should be b 1 ; men, thoroughly 
sudjec € brought before a Board of practica. ‘ention of the: 


acquainted with the subject. It was most worthy the at. 
House. 


It appeared to him a very extraordinary thing, that while noblemen, gentlemen, and 
companies were subscribing their fifties and hundreds of pounds for the preservation 
of ships and seamen, for erty Manby’s apparatus, &c., a duty should be levied by 
his Majesty’s Government which proved the cause of lives and property being lost in 
the gross. It was eminently requisite that_a Committee should be appointed to see 
into this. While every one felt that aged mariners and the widows of aged mariners 


were very fit subjects of our benevolence, yet, at the same time, the greatest possible 
precautions should be taken for the preservation of seamenand property at sea, While 

estowing charity, let care be taken not to reduce the number of lights on the coast ; 
every feeling of humanity and interest must revolt against such a measure. Mr. Pease 
concluded by congratulating the House that they had, at length, arrived at a measure 
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of practical reiorm. ‘Ie aiteniion of the House, hitherto, appeared fo have beet almost 
wholly occupied ina setivs of desultory debatings and sphetul pending, which, though 
they had occasionally much amused, and, he hoyied, instructed him, had certainly taken 
up a great deal of time, and produced very trifliug results, (“ Hear, hear !”) 


Lord Exrincron said that Lord Braybrooke did not derive half the 
sum mentioned by Mr. Hume—namely, 22,0C0/. per annum—from his 
lighthouses. : 

Mr. Hume admitted, that if he had so stated the sum, it was by 
mistake, 

Mr. G. F. Youne complained that while the merchant-service had 
to bear the expense of these lighthouses, the Royal Navy, which expe- 
rienced all the benefit, contributed nothing to their maintenance. 

The production of the papers was then agreed to. 


10. Mrercuant Tators Company. Mr. M. Arrwoop, on Thurs- 
day, presented a petition from the Merchant Tailors Company, com- 
plaining of one which Mr, M. D. Hill had presented from Mr. Hugh 
Franks on Monday last, in which they were charged with the misappli- 
cation of their corporate funds.. The petition of Franks had been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Corporations; but Mr..Attwood contended 
that the order for such reference should be rescinded, as the powers of 
that Committee were confined to an inquiry into the state of municipal 
and did not extend to trading corporations. He observed also, that the 
real character of the petition had been. withheld from the House, and 
that it was presented in his absence. 

Mr. Hitt vindicated himself as the presenter of Mr. Franks’s 
petition, 

When Mr. Attwood thought fit to insinuate that he (Mr. Hill) had wilfully secreted 
the nature of the petition from the knowledge of the House, and that the petition had 
been presented in his absence, he might have had the candour to infu the House, 
that he (Mr. Hill) had sent him a copy of the petition; that he had in him when 
he intended to present it; that he was prepared to present it on Friday, having 
stood at the head of the paper of that day, but that, at the request of Mr. Attwood, he 
had postponed the presentation to Monday, in order to give him an opportunity of being 
present, ond of makiug any observations on the petition which might occur to him. 

There were several charges against the Merchant Tailors Company, 
which ought to be investigated. Mr. Attwood asserted that these 
charges were false—then why did he shun inquiry that would prove the 
virtue of the Company? Why did he draw the nice distinction be- 
tween municipal and trading corporations, in order to shirk the in- 
quiry? The petitioner was a respectable man ; and a petition was not 
to be slighted because it proceeded only from an individual. 

Mr. Cosserr said he knew the petitioner, and he could say that he 
believed his character, public and private, to be as good as that of the 
Warden of the Merchant Tailors Company; and as for his trade, he 
knew that it was fully as good, for he was a maker and issuer of hats. 
(A laugh.) 

Mr. Arrwoop denied that there was any wish to shun inquiry upon 
the part of the Company. He complained of being libelled in the pe- 
tition in a way which he had no mode of meeting. The case had been 
in the Court of King’s Bench; and the decision had been against Mr. 
Hiil’s client, who now on that account brought it before the House. 

My. Hitt denied that he was the counsel of the petitioner at the 
time when he presented the petition. 

Mr. Artrwoop hoped that the House would not sanction the practice 
of professional men bringing their unsuccessful clients into the House 
to try their causes over again. 

Lord Avrnorp, in reply to a question from Sir E. Knatchbull, said 
that his Committee was for inquiry inté the state of municipal corpo- 
rations only. It was not necessary to rescind the order for referring 
the petition in question to the Committee; which had no power to in- 
quire into its merits. 

Mr. D. W. Harvey suggested, that the petition should be referred 
to the Charity Commissioners ; a body upon whom nearly a million of 
money had been expended. 

This Commission had been in existence since 1818; it had produced not less than 
twenty-five volumes of Reports, but had been exceedingly ineffectual in producing be- 
neficial results, He had no doubt, that if inquiries were instituted into these trading 
corporations, the greatest good would accrue. 

To a company to which he belonged three houses on London Bridge 
had been left, four centuries ago, which then produced six pounds per 
annum, which was distributed among the poor: subsequently the pro- 
perty was wanted for the New London Bridge Company, and sold for 
1,7002.: an information was filed against his company, claiming the 
whole of the proceeds, with accumulated principal and interest; and 
the company were glad to compromise the matter by the payment of 
10,0004, 

Sir Rozpert Pre. thought that the order referring the petition to 
the Committee should be rescinded. 

The Speaker said, the order should be rescinded, and the petition 
laid \ >on the table, for the House to deal with it as they saw fit. 

Mr, Hume maintained that the Merchant Tailors Company was 
not a trading company, because they followed no trade ; and that it was 
a municipal company, because they could any day admit a thousand 
Liverymen into the constituency, which would affect the representation 
of the City. 

Mr. O’ConnELL concurred with Mr. Hume. 

Lord ALruorr would give no positive opinion on the question. 

Mr. Banrinc hoped the order would be rescinded. The Committee 
had no power to inquire into the property of corporations. He re- 
commended that there should be a subdivision of labour among the 
members of the Committee, otherwise they would not be able to get 
through their labours in two: years. 

Mr. Warsurron hoped that the order would not be rescinded 
without notice. “He thought that the particular grievance complained 
of should be referred to the Charity Commissioners. 

Mr. Sitaw complained that the Corporation Committee was unfairly 
composed, Out of the seven Irish members, six were known to have 
made up their minds against corporation rights. 

A Member defended the Committee. Mr. Shaw had no right to 
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suppose that they would decide except according to the evidence laid 
before them. 
Sir R. Vyvyan viewed the powers of the Committee with alarm. 
If trading corporations were thus to become the subject of examination, he did not 








know whether other corporations might not be subjected to an examination of the same 
kind; and from corporations they might perhaps pass on to’patents of nobility. 

Mr. Axsercromaie complained that unusual pains were taken to 
throw discredit on the Committee. So far from the members of that 
Committee being urgent for the destruction of Corporations, he could 
assure the House, that they had every disposition to inquire fairly and 
fully into the question which would come before them. He thought 
that the petition in question could not properly come before them. It 
would be impossible for them to examine the accounts of all the cor. 
porations in Great Britain and Ireland. ® 

Mr. Arrwoop gave notice of his intention to move, on Friday, that 
the order referring the petition to the Corporation Committee should 
be rescinded. 

On Friday, Mr. Arrwoop moved to discharge the order referring 
the petition of R. H. Franks to the Corporation Committee. 

Lord Atrnorr said that the Merchant Tailors Company could 
claim no exemption from the proposed inquiry, because it was a muni- 
cipal institution in connexion with the Corporation of London, which 
was to be included in it. 

Mr. Arrwoop subsequently withdrew his motion. 


1]. PusticaTion or THE Divistons. Mr. D. W. Harvey moved, 
on Thursday, that the Speaker be requested to make the necessary 
arrangements for the taking of the Divisions, and for the insertion of 
them in the Votes, giving the name of each member in the majority and 
minority. He supported his motion on the ground that it must be 
satisfactory alike to members and their constituents that a true record 
should be kept of their votes on every subject. He would not sug- 
gest any plan for taking the votes, because in that case members 
would torture their ingenuity to devise objections to it, and thus lose 
sight of the principle, which was what he mainly sought to establish. 

Ife would leave it to the known talents of the Speaker to point out the best mode of 
accomplishing it. If, however, he were to suggest any plan, it would be, perhaps, that 
there should be a box provided at the table of the House, and one in the Lobby. 
(* Hear!” anda laugh.) He knew that he should, by mentioning any plan, stir up 
the gravity of a lawyer; but, nevertheless, he must say, that with these boxes, and the 
members’ names printed on slips of paper, they might, as the minority went forth, put 
their names in the box in the Lobby; while the majority, who would stay in the 
House, might put their names in the box on the table. 

It would be objected to his motion, that it was proposed with a view 
to intimidation. The Conservatives would say so: but surely the 
Conservatives would like to have their votes recorded, to prove that 
they had acted in an unexceptionable manner. The minority of 138 
on Mr. Hume’s motion was published; but it contained twenty mis- 
takes, for it was necessary to go about asking individual members how 
they had voted. The lists of divisions were in fact already published ; 
and the question was whether they should be published correctly or 
not. It was clear from the number of corrections sent to the 
newspapers from the different club-houses after the publication of a 
division, how anxious members were that their votes should be cor- 
rectly recorded. 

Lord Sroruont was utterly opposed to the publication of the votes 
of members of the House. Pledges had been proposed to him, but he 
had given the proposition a flat denial. 

He represented his own opinions in that House, and not the opinions of others. He 
came there determined always to exercise his own judgment, and act accordingly, and 
not to be ded by the will of any other individuals whatever. My. Harvey wished to 
have an auth ount of the votes of all the members published in the Papers 
[ That was, he thought, an infringement on the constitutional 








(“ No! in the 
privileges of the House, and would only encourage the people to watch their pro- 
ceedings, 

Lord Atruorr could not say that he agreed with Lord Stormont 
that members ought not to be responsible to their constituents— 

He therefore did not object to the motion on the ground that the votes of the mem- 
bers should not be known to their constituents. Nor could he, after consideration, 
think that the publication was any breach of the privileges of the House, The publi- 
cation of the debates took place by sufferance, and was a breach of privilege ; but the 
publication of the names of members was never so considered. It was therefore on 
very different grounds from those assigned by Lord Stormont that he could not accede 
to the motion. 

He objected to it on the ground that it was impracticable. How 
could they compel members to put their names into these boxes? How 
could they tell that wrong names would not be put in, by v bs of joke? 
The House would be thrown into great confusion by the rush of mem- 
bers to put their names into the box. He scarcely indeed thought that 
Mr. Harvey was serious in his proposal. . 

Mr. Warxzurron said, that if they admitted the principle, a Com- 
mittee might arrange how the votes should be recorded. 

Colonel Davies thought the plan proposed was impracticable. If 
any method could be devised of taking down the votes correctly, it 
should have his support. 

Mr. Hume said, he knew from experience that the names of six 
hundred and fifty-eight members could be called over in half an hour. 

He had made the experiment, and he knew that the names could be called over in 
thirty-five minutes, and that the Clerk might write them down. It was only necessary 
to have two individuals, one to call over the names, and another to write them down. 
He thought they ought to make a trial, for they could not be worse off than they were. 
He did not like the plan of the boxes ; but there would be no difficulty in the plan he 
had hinted at, of making lists of the majorities and minorities. 

Sir Rozertr Pret said that there would be no use in the proposed 
plan, and much inconvenience. As it was, on every important division 
correct lists were procured. If this motion were successful, it would 
give rise to many petty motions. 

It would be, in fact, a public nuisance. [Mr. Hume—“ There would be no in- 
eonvenience.”| What! no inconvenience? Why, suppose a man voted black was 
white, would it be no inconvenience that his vote was so recorded without any explana- 
tion? (Cheers and laughter.) Suppose a case of a Russian-Dutch Loan, which an 
honourable member thought a case of profligate expenditure, aud yet voted for it, 
would not that member’s vote be erroneously judged of, if the vote only were known? 
The member might explain that he had voted so to save the Ministers—to protect the 
Reform Bill—or for some other equally good reason; but those who read only the 
Votes would not know that, and he would be condemned. ‘ 

Mr. Hume said, that he was not ashamed of his vote on the Rus- 
sian Dutch Loan ; that he would vote so again; that he had himself 
published the lists of the majority and minority on that occasion, 

Copain BERKELEY was opposed to the motion. He had never given 
any pledge, nor would he. If his constituents could not trust him, the 
sooner the connexion between them was cut, the better. 


A Member said, that the proposed plan would take up a vast deal of 
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valuable time. On one occasion, thirteen divisions had taken place 
when there were only forty-two members present. According to Mr. 
Hume’s plan, six hours’ would have been required to record the votes 
upon them. 

Lord Srormont gave an inaudible explanation of some ‘part of his 
speech. 

Mr. Actionsy would not vote for Mr. Harvey's plan, but would 
yote for the principle. 

Mr. Harvey briefly replied. He said the object of his motion was 
the affirmation of a principle—namely, that it was desirable that the 
proceedings in that House should be known to the public. 

A division then took place: for the resolution, 94; against it, 142; 
Majority, 48. 

12. Business or THE Hovsr or Commons. Lord ALrTuorp, on 

Wednesday, moved a string of resolutions, to the following effect,— 
That on every day except Saturdays the House should meet at twelve 
and sit till three, for the reception of Petitions and for Private Busi- 
ness ; that it should then adjourn till five; when the Public Business 
should be taken in due course ; that Committees should sit from ten till 
five; that a Committee should be appointed to classify and report 
upon all Petitions, except such as complain of undue returns, or relate 
to private business ; and that the same, Committee should have power 
to direct the printing of the whole or such parts of the petitions as 
they deemed advisable. 
' Sir Rozerr Peet said, that the resolutions could not be enforced 
consistently with the act, which directed the ballot for Election Com- 
mittees to take place at four o’clock, and to be the first business taken 
into consideration by the House. 

Lord Artuorp said, the House might sit as usual on the days when 
Election Committees were appointed to be balloted for. 

Sir Rosert Peet disliked the adjournment from three to five ; mem- 
bers would with difficulty be reassembled. The Chairman of Com- 
mittees should take the chair at twelve. No constitution could bear 
the additional labour that would otherwise be thrown upon the 
Speaker. 

Sir T. FREMANTLE moved an amendment,—to the effect that the 
House should meet at three, the Chairman of Committees in the chair, 
and transact Private Business and receive Petitions till half-past five ; 
when the Speaker should take the chair; and the business set down in 
the order-book be proceeded in. 

Mr. LirrLeron preferred Lord Althorp’s plan; and so, he said, did 
the Speaker,—which ought to be taken into account. Of course, if 
the House met at twelve, it would rise much earlier than had been its 
practice of late years. 

Mr. Govutzurn feared that the proposed arrangement would give ad. 
ditional facility to the delivery of long speeches. 

Mr. Hume wished to give Lord Althorp’s plana fair trial. He 
suggested that the Speaker should leave the chair at ten, without put- 
ting the question of adjournment. 

Mr. Warzurron concurred with Mr. Hume; but if the House met 
at twelve, twenty members ought to be a quorum instead of forty. 

Mr. Buckincuam proposed that the House should meet at two 
o’clock and proceed with private business until four o’clock; that at 
that hour the presentation of petitions relating to public matters should 
begin, and be continued till six o’clock ; and that from six o’clock the 
public business of the House should be, transacted until eleven; when 
the House should adjourn, unless any subject should be under discussion, 
in which case it might sit an hour longer. 

He would further propose that all members desiring to speak on any question should 
enter their names in a book for the purpose, and that they should be called upon by 
the Speaker in the order in which they were so entered ;—("* Oh! oh !?)—that no mem- 
ber should be allowed to speak on any one subject longer than twenty minutes (Loud 
laughter), except the mover, who should have the liberty of speaking twice, and for 


thirty minutes each time (Laughter continued); that on the presentation of petitions 
no member should be allowed to speak longer than ten minutes ; and on rising to speak 


to order, or in explanation, not longer than five minutes. (Great laughter, and cries of 


“Oh, oh?”) 


Sir M. W. Riptey objected to a fixed hour of adjournment. He 
feared that as the House was to have two sittings, the proceedings of 
the first would be imperfectly reported. 

Mr. Wywn thought that the proposed plan would bear hard upon the 
Speaker; but he was willing to give it a fair trial. 

Mr. O’ConntLt said, that by the proposed arrangement the petitions 
of the People would be thrown into a refuse corner. He would say— 
let the House nfeet three days in the week at ten and rise at eight, 
and let the other three days be devoted to the business of Committees. 

Mr. Consett said, the great object of the proposition was to abridge 
the right of petition. The Church was giving way ; Parliament was 
giving way; the forms of the House were changed; and yet some 
men constantly cried out against all change. He objected to the clas- 
sifying of petitions. As to printing them at discretion, it would soon 
come, perhaps, that none of them would be printed. If the House 
_— - twelve, no one would be there to attend to the petitions of the 

eople. : 

Lord ALrHorp denied that there was any wish to defeat the right 
of petition. As to classifying the petitions, so far from tending to 
smother the grievances of the People, it would place them more pro- 
minently before the House. 

m . House then divided: for Lord Althorp’s motion, 183; against 
it, 14, 

Lord Atruorr then proposed that twenty members should be a 
House at five o’clock, instead of forty. 

Sir T. Fremantie objected to this, and the House again divided: 
for Lord Althorp’s proposition, 98; for Sir T. Fremantle’s, 37. 

_The following Committee to classify petitions was then appointed,— 
Sir Robert Peel, Mr. Hume, Mr.O’Connell, Sir Edward Knatchbull, 
Colonel Davies, Mr. Littleton, Mr. James Oswald, Mr. Clay, Mr. 
George William Wood, Sir Robert Inglis, and Sir Richard Vyvyan. 
The members are to meet on Wednesday next, and five are to bea 
quorum. 

Lord ALTHorpP proposed, that in taking the divisions, those who ap- 
pealed against the decision of the Speaker should go into the Lobby. 





At present there was much confusion in the House from the want of 
some such arrangement. But, upon the suggestion of Mr. WynnE 
and Sir R. H. Inetis, that he should give notice of such a motion, be 
withdrew it till the next day. 

Lord Atrnorre moved that all orders of the day set down in the 
Order-book for Mondays and Fridays, have precedence of motions of 
which notices might appear for those days. 

Mr. C. W. Wynn put the case of an emergency suddenly arising for 
a particular motion ; and asked whether it was meant to preclude the 
possibility of making one on Mondays~or Fridays previously to the 
orders being disposed of ? 

Lord A.rnorr said certainly not.; the resolution would not affect 
the right which at present existed to make a motion without previous 
notice in such cases. 

13. Breacn or Privitecer. Mr. Evtick, on Wednesday, com- 
plained that his name had been inserted in a list of the Majority whe 
voted against Mr. Hume’s motion on the 14th, which was headed as 
the list of those who voted “for the upholding of naval and military 
sinecures.” He had certainly voted in that majority; but his 
vote was given against the abstract principle of Mr. Hume's resolution, 
which Mr. Hume himself did not appear to understand ; and it was » 
gross misrepresentation to say that he had voted for the upholding of 
sinecures. 

Mr. Hume said that Mr. Ellice’s complaint was unfounded. His 
resolution was, “that it is the opinion of this House that the existence 
of sinecure offices, and offices executed by deputy in the Army and Navy; 
is unnecessary, and inexpedient as a means of remunerating public ser- 
vice.” Could any man in his senses not see that its object was to put an 
end to Naval and Military Sinecures ? 


14. Brizery at Liverroot. Mr. Benert, on Thursday, presented 
a petition from Liverpool, complaining of the gross bribery practised 
there at the election of the Mayor and Members of Parliament. He 
said that he could prove that upwards of three thousand persons had 
been bribed during the last election ; and he moved for a Select Com- 
mittee to take the subject of the petition into consideration, in the 
hope that such a report would be made as would induce the House to 
pass a bill for the abolition of the rights of the Liverpool freemen 
altogether. 

Lord Sanpon said that the petitioners themselves had been the 
original authors of the corruption of which they complained. He de~ 
nied that bribery had been practised at the late election for Liverpool. 
On one occasion, certainly, great and notorious corruption had pre- 
vailed; but the three last unimpeached elections proved that it ex- 
isted no longer. ‘The disappointed party at the late election had raised 
large sums to prosecute a petition against his return, but had aban 
doned it from the fear of its being declared frivolous and vexatious, 
The petitioners thought that the Reform Bill had not done its work : 
they held this opinion because it had not enabled them to return their 
favourite candidate. 

Mr. Wason said, he believed the assertions of Lord Sandon respect 
ing the practice of bribery to be utterly unfounded ; although, of course, 
Lord Sandon believed them to be true. 

The Chief Magistrate of Liverpool had for many years been elected by bribery and 
corruption, 

Lord Sannon—* Not of late years.” 

Mr. Wason answered, that of late years the money had been wanting. (“ Oh, oh P* 
from Lord Sandon.) Lord Sandon might ery “ Oh, oh!” but the last contested election 
for the Chief Magistracy of Liverpool had cost the successful candidate 8,000. W ould 
the House take the allegations of the noble Lord, in preference to the assertions of 
three thousand inhabitants of Liverpool, who stated that their Chief Magistrate was 
elected by bribery and corruption ? 

He would state one or two facts respecting the last election for meme 
bers of Parliament. 

Many drunken men were carried upon the box and carriage of Lord Sandon, who was 
himselfinside: and at one of the poll-booths, the Deputy Returning-Officer refused to 
receive the votes of a considerable number of the electors, in consequence of their hav- 
ing presented themselves in a beastly state of intoxication, He should like to know 
how Lord Sandon could account for his ultimate election, when the opposing candidate 
had a majority on the first day of 600 voters, unless by supposing that his majority of 
145 was composed of freemen, who had kept back-until their votes should become of 
more consequence, 

Mr. Giapsrone denied that any undue influence had been used by 
Lord Sandon or his supporters at the last election. 

Mr. Warsunrton said, the petition contained no charge of bribery 
against Lord Sandon or his supporters. With respect to Mr. Glad- 
stone’s asseveration, that to the best of his belief no bribery had been 
practised at the last election, he would ask— 

How it could be possible in the case of Liverpool, where there was so much opposition 
among the parties which divided the electors, for any individual to make a positive asse- 
veration that no undue influence had been exerted? He considered that the petition 
contained allegations which were fit subjects of inquiry. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table ; and Mr. BenettT gave 
notice, that on Tuesday next he would move for a Select Committee to 
inquire into the abuses attending the late election for Liverpooi. 

Lord Sanpon wished for more time, in order that petitions from the 
other side might be presented; and Mr. Brenert accordingly deferred 
his motion to Thursday next. 





15. Execrion Perrrions. Petitions against the returns for Knaresborough, 
Launcester, Stafford, Norwich, and the county of Longford, were presented on 
Monday. The three former are to be taken into consideration on the 14th, and 
the two latter on the 19th of March. 

On Monday, petitions were presented against the returns for Londonderry, 
Clonmel, Montgomery, Northampton, and Rippon. The first three are to be 
taken into consideration the 2lst of March, and the last two on the 26th. 

On the same day, petitions were also presented against the returns for Coe 
ventry, to be heard 26th March; Portarlington, 28th March; Carrickfergus, 
28th March; Malton, 2d April; Galway Town, 2d April. 

On Wednesday, petitions against the returns for Harwich, a 
marthen, were ordered to be taken into consideration on the 25th of April; 
against the returns for the county of Linlithgow, for New Sarum, and the 
Stirling Burghs, on the 80th of April ; for the South division of Northumberland, 
on the 28th of March; for Bury St. Edmund’s, on the 2d of May ; for the East 
division of Norfolk, 2d of May; the city of Lincoln, 2d of May. 

The Sreaxen said that he had received a letter from Sir J.P. Beresford, the 
sitting member, stating that he did not mean to defend his return for Coleraine. 
On. Thursday,- two petitions against the return for Weymouth, and twa 


Bristol, and Car- 
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aust Southampton, were presented. The Sreaxen said that both petitions 
should be referred to the same Committee. These were the only two places 
against the returns for which more than one petition had been presented. 


.16. Government Orrices. Mr. Hume, on Friday, moved for the ap- 
palahinens of a Select Committee to examine into the number of Members of both 

o1 ses of Parliament who held offices under the Crown removable at pleasure. 
He thought that such persons, and also’ Naval and Military officers, should be 
excluded from the Hotise. ° were always to be found in the Ministerial 
majorities for measures prejudicial to the public interests. In 1714, ‘there were 
271 persons in Parliament who held offices under the Crown; in 1727 the 
number. was 257 ;. in. 1822 it was 145. 

Lord AttHorr had no objection to the appointment of the Committee. 

A’Mempber indignantly declared, that he was as independent a Member of 
that House as Mr. Hume was, or-any one else who went about catching the 
favouring breath of popularity. 

Mr. Hume said he had no intention to calumniate any person. But the 
King could strike the gallant member out of the Army; he could deprive him 
of his commission ; therefore he was not so independent of the favour of the Crown 
as Mr. Hume was. Sir Robert Wilson had been so struck off, and in vain 
endeavoured to obtain redress. 

Captain Berxerery said that Mr. Hume could not know what honour meant, 
or he never could suppose that on officer would sell his constituents for the sake 
of his paltry half-pay. From Mr. Hume's supposing that officers could be ac- 
tuated by such motives as he attributed to them, he could not help thinking, 
that, were he in their situation, he would himself be actuated by such motives. 

Sir E. Coprincron said, that half-pay was a reward for past, not a retain- 
ing fee for future services. Such had been the decision of the Judges in the 
case of the late Duke of St. Alban’s, who was a Lieutenant in the Navy in 
1793. It was proposed to deprive him of his half-pay on account of his not 
having offered himself for service ; but the Judges decided that it could not be 
taken from him, because it was the reward for past services. 

A Member complained of the way in which the Naval and Military officers 
were slandered by Mr. Hume. 

Mr. Howarp observed, that Sir Robert Wilson had been removed for a mi- 
itary offence, proved against him at the time. 

Mr. Rogsuck thought that there should be no restriction as to the persons 
eligible to sit in Parliament. 

Mr. Cossert had rather see Naval and Military men in the House than land- 
owners who pocketed so much of the people’s money. 

Colonel Torrens said that Mr. Hume enforced such rigorous discipline in 
his camp, that he was obliged to quit it. [Here Colonel Torrens, who sat near 
Mr. Hume, took up his hat and moved to a distant part of the House, amidst 
shouts of laughter. | 

Mr. Hume was very glad that Colonel Torrens had quitted the camp, for 
he was of very little service in it. With respect to the imputations cast upon 
him by Captain Berkeley, he threw them back with contempt. 

Lord Atrnorr, in the course of the evening, called the attention of the House 
to the warm language which had passed between Mr. Hume and Captain 
Berkeley. 

Mr. Hume said, he had distinctly stated that he meant no personal impu- 
tation upon any member, therefore Captain Berkeley was not justified in making 
that personal attack upon him, which had called forth the expression of ‘ con- 
tempt,” which he had used; but which he was ready to allow was one which 
never ought to be used in the House. 

The Speaker confirmed Mr. Hume’s statement; and said that he thought 
Captain Berkeley should be satisfied with the explanation it gave. 

Lord G. Ltwxox, in the absence of Captain Berkeley, said that although 
Mr. Hume had only apologized to the House, and not to Captain Berkeley, still 
he had no doubt that the latter would be satisfied. 


17. Assrssep Taxes. Mr. Fryer presented a petition, on Monday, from 
Wolverhampton, praying for the repeal of the Assessed Taxes. He thought 
that not only these taxes, but also the duties upon hops, soap, cotton, and wool, 
should be repealed. The Fundholder should be taxed 6s. 8d. in the pound. 
-The distress of the country was infinitely increased by the wicked, abominable, 
and infamous tax upon bread. That and many others might be reckoned among 
the blessed consequences of that infamous and iniquitous measure, Peel's Bill. 

{During his speech, Mr. Fryer knocked his petition, which was a very large 
one, so furiously and repeatedly against the bench in his front, as to occasion 
continued laughter in the House. } 


18. Proranation oF THE SanpatH. Mr. Pirumrres, on Tuesday, pre- 
sented a petition from Broadstairs for the better observance of the Lord’s day. 
Mr. Cosperr said that the present laws were sufficient to insure its proper ob- 
servance. Mr. Warrurron objected to the report of the Committee of last 
session on this subject.. He would not put.an end to the amusement and exer- 
cise necessary to the smoke-dried population of large towns. Mr. O’Conneui 
felt satisfied that they could not increase piety by act of Parliament, nor enforce 
the leve of God by legislative enactnients. The morning of a Sunday, by a 
man of religious feelings, might be devoted to religious exercises; but the after- 
noon of that day was required by the labouring classes for recreation. 

19. Law or Patents. Mr. Gonson, on Tuesday, obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to amend the law of patents. He proposed to remedy the evils which 
rose from specifications being defective in the first instance, by allowing 
secondary specifications. He proposed to give the patentee a more extended 
interest in his invention, and to diminish the expense of obtaining patents. 

20. Vore ny Bartor. Mr. Grore has postponed his motion on this sub- 
ject from the 28th of February to the 25th of Apmil. 

21. Lunatic Commission Bit. 
day, in the House of Lords, and passed. 


22. Sim Hupson Lowe. In the House of Lords on Tuesday, Lord Teyn- 
HAM remarked, that although it might be safe to intrust the execution of coercive 
meusures towards Ireland in the hands of such a man as the Marquis of Anglesea, 
yet no one could answer for his successor, who might be a Sir Hudsun Lowe. 

The Duke of Wetiineron begged to know what Lord Teynham meant by 
making such an allusion to a respectable individual ? ; 

Lord Teynnam did not mean to asperse the character of Sir H. Lowe. 
( Cries of * Oh, oh!” and laughter.) He did not question his respectability 
as a private man, but as Governor of St. Helena he had been held out to ail 
Europe as a man not to be trusted. 

Earl Baruursr said, that Lord Teynham’s assertion was directly false—he 
would give the lie positive to that assertion. Sir Hudson Lowe had behaved in 
a manner highly to his credit; and all persons on the Continent of Europe knew 
his conduct and approved of it. 

Norices or Motion ror Next Wrex. 
Bill for the Cominutation of Tithes. By Mr. O’ Connell, to amend the Irish 
Reform Bill. On Wednesday, by Mr. “Hume, on Colonial Expenditure. On 
Thursday, by Lord Morpeth, Bill to regulate the hours of Labour in Factories. 

~»On Friday, by Sir F. Vincent, Bill to alter and amend the laws respecting 


This bill was read a third time on Mon- 


On Tuesday, by Lord Althorp, 





Libel. Mr. Cobbett, on Wednesday, when the House goes into a Committee of 
Supply, will propose a resolution to the effect that the rick should pey for 
Stamps and Auction-duties in the same proportion as the poor. 


Che Court. 











Tue Kin 


and Queen arrived at St. James's Palace on Thursday afternoon, 
from Brighton.. On Friday, his-Majesty held his first Court and Levee for the 
season. 


he attendance was very numerous: among the company were— the 
Dukes of Northumberland, Dorset, and Cleveland, the “Earls of Rosal yn, Jersey, 
Harrowby, Lords Cowley, Stuart de Rothsay, Wharncliffe, Western, Colchester 
Sir R. Peel, Mr. G. R. Dawson, and Sir Charles Wetherell. A great number 
of noblemen and gentlemen were presented to the King. 
The Queen holds her first Drawing-room at St. James’s Palace on Monday 
next, being the day appointed for the celebration of her Majesty’s Birthday. 





HONOURS, &c. 
From tae Lonpon Gazerte, Fesnvary 19, 

Wairenxatt, February 16, 1833.—The King has been pleased to direct Letters Patent 
to be passed under the Great Seal, declaring Sophia Teeenal wife of John Russell, 
Esq., Commander in the Royal Navy, Baroness pe Ciirrorp; she being the eldest 
coheir and representative of Edward late Baron de Clifford, deceased, and as such, 
eldest coheir of the ancient Barony of De Clifford, originating by Writ of Sammons to 
Parliament granted to Robert de Clifford, in the twenty-eighth year of the reign of King 
Edward the First ; and that she, the said Sophia Russell, shall be Baroness de Clifford, 
and have, hold, and enjoy the said ancient Barony of De Clifford, together with all the 
rights, titles, privileges, pre-eminences, immunities, and advantages, and with the 
precedency thereunto belonging, to hold to her aud the heirs of her body, in as full and 
ample manner as Edward the late Baron de Clifford, or any of his ancestors, Barons de 
Clifford, held and enjoyed the same. 

The Barony of De Clifford originated in a Writ of Summons to Robert de 
Clifford, on the 29th December 1299, 28th Edward I. ; and continued uninter: 
ruptedly vested in his male descendants until the attainder of John ninth Lord 
de Clifford, in 1461. Henry de Clifford, his son, was restored to the dignity by 
Henry the Seventh, in 1485; and Henry eleventh Lord de Clifford, the son of 
that nobleman, was created Earl of Cumberland by Henry the Eighth, in 1525; 


in which dignity the Barony of De Clifford was merged until the demise of | 


George third Earl of Cumberland and thirteenth Lord de Clifford, in 1605; 
when the Barony devolved on his daughter and heiress, Anne Countess of Dor- 
set and Pembroke. In 1695, Thomas Earl of Thanet claimed and was allowed 
the Barony of De Clifford, as her grandson and heir; but on his death, in 1729 
it fell into abeyance between his daughters and coheirs. In 1734, the Crown 
terminated the abeyance, by granting the dignity to the Earl of Thanet’s third 
daughter and coheiress, Margaret wife of Thomas Coke, Earl of Leicester ; but 
on her death, without issue, in 1775, the Barony again fell into abeyance among 
the descendants of her sisters; in which state it remained until 1776, when 
the abeyance was determined in favour of Edward Southwell, Esq., the eldest 
coheir of the Barony of De Clifford. His Lordship died in 1777, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Edward Southwell sixteenth Lord de Clifford ; and on his de- 
cease last year, without issue, the Barony fell, for the third time, into abeyance 
between the issue of his sisters. Catherine, the eldest, married Colonel Couss- 
maker, and left issue an only surviving child, Soruta, the present Baroness de 
Clifford, born November 1791 ; married, August 1822, John Russell, Esq., son 
of Lord William Russell, and nephew of the Duke of Bedford ; by whom she 
has issue. The other sisters (who left children) of the late Lord de Clifford, 
were Sophia, wife of Viscount Sydney, by whom she had two daughters ; and 
Elizabeth, wife of the Earl of Albemarle, and mother of Viscount Bury. 
From tir Lonpon Gazetre, Fesrvary 22. 

Whirreatr, February 18, 1833.—The King has been pleaged to grant unto Winriax 
Corr Corr, heretofore William Cole Dicker, of the city of Exeter, banker, his Royal 
licence and authority that he may, in compliance with the will of his maternal uncle, 
John Cole, late of Exeter, Esq., deceased, eontinue to use the surname of Cotg only, 
instead of Dicker; and that such surname of Co_k may be used by his issue. 


Che HKictropolis. 

It is reported that the candidates for the City will be nominated on Tuesday, 
and that the election will take place on Thursday, and close on Friday at four. 

Mr. James Harmer was elected Alderman of the Ward of Farringdon With- 
out, on Monday last, in the room of the late Mr. Waithman, without oppo- 
sition. 

Among the current transactions at the Bank of England, it has been noticed 
that, instead of selling silver bullion at a fixed market-price, as formerly, the 
Directors require an engagement to return an equal weight in silver at some pe- 
riod to be agreed on, which is then advanced, and security taken for the fulfil- 
ment of the contract. No motive has been assigned for this, nor is any very 
apparent on the face of the transaction ; but the inference drawn from it among 
the monied circles is, that some measures are in contemplation, or believed to be 
so, by the Directors of the Bank, either for introducing the double standard of 
gold and silver, or for making silver a legal tender to a greater extent than is at 
present allowed.— Times. 

The ninth anniversary of the London Mechanics’ Institution was celebrated, 
at the Theatre of the Institution, on Wednesday last. Dr. Birkbeck, the Pre- 
sident, was in the chair. The room was much crowded. Various prizes, 
from 12. to 20/. in value, offered for essays and drawings, were presented to the 
successful candidates. Dr. Birkbeck, Dr. Lardner, Mr. Babbage, Mr. Hopkins, 
and Mr. Roebuck, addressed the meeting. Mr. Roebuck appears to have been mis- 
understood in some remarks which he made upon the necessity of individual ex- 
ertion to forward the great object of national education. He certainly stated that 
there was no prospect of the subject being taken up by Government; but he 
had no intention whatever of introducing party politics into a meeting where 
they would have been quite out of place. This is the explanation which we find 
in u letter from Mr. Roebuck to the editor of the Zimes ; in which paper an in- 
correct account of his reception and the tendency of his remarks was published. 

It is said that Mr. T. A. Rainsford, the senior Registrar of the Court of 
Chancery, has been appointed to the sinecure place of Master of the Report 
Office of that Court. It will be recollected that Mr. Hume, about ten days 
since, asked Lord Althorp a question respecting the filling up of this office, and 
that Lord Althorp replied he knew nothing at all about it. 

The damage done by the late gales of wind to the shipping on the coast is 
very serious. Up to twelve o’clock on Friday, accounts of upwards of twenty 
wrecks had been received at Lloyd's. 

Twelve of the largest and oldest trees in the Mall, in St. James's Park, have 
been blown down by the recent storms. They were planted in the first year of 
the reign of James the First. 

A fire broke out on Friday morning, in the laundry belonging to Chelsea 
Hospital. As soon as it was discovered, the alarm was given by the beatin of 
drums.’ The engines were soon on the spot, and the fire was extinguished ; but 
not before the building was considerably injured, and all the linen burnt. 





In the Court of Exchequer, on Wednesday, an action was tried, brought by 
Mr. Watson, the Cuptain of the steam-boat Rothsay Castle,—which was 
wrecked on the 17th August 1831, on the Dutchman’s Bank, on her way to 
Beaumaris, when ninety-two persons were drowned,—against Captain Colquitt 
of the Navy, a gentleman well known in Liverpool, for writing a letter to the 
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Lwverpool Albion newspaper, in which he stated the vessel to have been un- 
seaworthy, and the Captain to have been drunk at the time of the shipwreck. 
There was a good deal of evidence to prove that_neither of these statements were 
correct. But one of the witnesses for the plaintiff, George’'Evans, a seaman, 
having sworn to a directly contrary effect at the time of the Inquest upon the 
dead ies, to what he deposed on Wednesday respecting the leaking of the 
vessel and the intoxication of the Captain, the plaintiff was obliged to submit to 
anonsuit, The Judge, Lord Lyndhurst, stated that there was certainly no 
evidence to prove that the plaintiff knew the vessel to be unseaworthy, even if 
she were so; and that he had done all that a prudent man was called upon 
to do. 

In the Court of Common Pleas, on Thursday, Mr. Pringle, the Secretary to 
the Anti-Slavery Society, obtained a verdict and 5l. damages against Mr. Cadell, 
the London publisher of Blackwood’s Magazine, for a libel contained in a 
letter from Mr. M‘Queen to Earl Grey, which appeared in the Magazine for 
November 1831. The libel stated, that Mr. Pringle had taken that wretched 
tool, Mary Prince, from the wash-tub to the closet, for the purpose of collecting 
the filthy statement of her lies and immorality, and impressing it on the minds 
of his own family. Mary Prince is a Negro woman, whose account of her ill- 
treatment in the West: Indies Mr. Pringle published in a pamphlet some time 
since. It was_for the statements contained in this pamphlet that he was at- 
tacked by Mr. R‘Queen in Blackwood. 

In the Court of Common Pleas, on Friday, an action was brought against 
Mr. Nicholson, a tea-dealer, and the publisher of Micholson’s Commercial 
Gazette, for a libel on a brother tea-dealer ‘named Shuttleworth ; who had been 
charged in the abovementioned paper with fraudulently selling tea, worth only 
4s. 6d. per pound, at 8s. 6d. The defendant pleaded is cause in person, with 
a great deal of vehemence. The Jury brought in a verdict of 150/. damages 
against him. 

Eyerybody knows that in Paris a person of moderate means may procure a 
cup of coffee and see a one-act farce or interlude for about threepence. In Eng- 
dand we manage matters differently. Licences and taxes of various kinds pre- 
vent the humbler classes from enjoying this species of amusement according to 
Jaw. They are driven therefore to procure it by a breach of the law; for there 
is a strong inclination among the Londoners of -the lower classes to prefer the 
playhouse to the alehouse. A proof of this may be found in the establishment 

of a theatre called Sans Souci in Leicester Street ; where ‘‘ Shakspearian read- 
ings” are given, and the price of admission is sixpence. Unfortunately, a sort 
of O. P. row was raised at Sans Souci on Wednesday last, in consequence of a 
disagreement among the audience as to which of two ‘ wocalists,” as the Ma- 
nager (a red-haired lad, in a greasy cloak) termed them, should sing a favourite 
song: The Police were sent for; and a number of lads, and a girl who had pre- 
ferred laying out sixpence in theatricals to getting drunk with it at a gin-shop, 
were brought on Thursday before Mr. Conant, at Marlborough Street Office. 
A gentleman, who lived im Leicester Street, declared that the theatre was a 
ey nuisance. The character of the audience might be judged of from the 
act, that the girl at the bar was a prostitute, who had only ee released from 
— two days ago. The acting Manager said that she must have slipped in 
y accident, as none but respectable people were admitted. What follows is 
from the Herald. 

“ Mr. Conant said, it was very clear that the facility of admission to such a place, 
which even the worst description of characters could avail themselves of, was a strong 
argument against the theatre being suffered to exist. As it was nut a licensed theatre, 
both the policeman and the constable had acted very improperly in interfering, and therefure 
he should discharge all the defendants. He then directed that these practices at the private 
theatre should be laid before the Police Commissioners, for the purpose of procuring 
the extinction of a nuisance loudly complained of by the inhabitants in its vicinity.” 

[ Suppose, now, that in this land of liberty justice was equally dealt out to rich 
and poor—how many times would the large theatres have been “ extinguished 
as nuisances?” How many rows have been kicked up at Drury Lane and 
Covent Garden? how many hundred women of loose character have found 
admission into them? One row and one prostitute are sufficient to ruin Sans 
Souci, while nuisances on a large scale are patronized and supported at the 
Domdaniels. So it has always been—‘ That in the Captain’s but a choleric 
word, which in the*private is flat blasphemy.” There surely must be some 
error in the report which makes the worthy Magistrate assign the fact of the 
theatre being unlicensed as a reason for discharging the prisoners and repri- 
manding the Constables. We well know that Mr. Conant and his brethren are 
no Solons, but really the above decree appears to be too absurd. | 

A sea Captain, named Noah Pease Folgar, made an attempt to assassinate Mr. 
W. Mellish, a large shipowner in the City, by discharging a loaded pistol at 
him, as he was passing through Spread Eagle Court, near Finch Lane, on Mon- 
day last. The ball grazed the fleshy part of the neck, and passed through the 
window of the shop of Mr. Terry, a tailor, in Spread Eagle Court. Mr. Mel- 
lish was stunned, but not wounded dangerously. On Tuesday, Folgar was ex- 
amined before the Lord Mayor, and remanded for a week. It appears that he 
is a Kentuckian by birth, and had been for some years in the employ of Mr. 
Mellish as captain of one of his vessels trading to the South Seas. “He had, 
however, been dismissed by that gentleman, without a character ; and had been 
since unable to find employment, and was in great distress. It was in revenge 
for his dismissal that he made the above attempt to shoot Mr. Mellish. It was 
stated, that he was a man of violent passions, and often intoxicated. He is about 
forty-five years of age. Mr. Mellish is between sixty and seventy, and supposed 
to be a man of very large fortune: he resides when in town in York Place, 
Regent’s Park, and when in the country at Woodford in Essex. Some years 
since, one of his daughters married Lord Thynne. , 

Henry Channell, who, at the last Admiralty Sessions, was sentenced to be 
hanged for the murder of his captain on the high seas, died yesterday, of con- 
sumption, in Newgate prison. He had been respited in consequence of one of 
the Jury who tried him being a Quaker. 





Che Country. 


The Council of the Birmingham Political Union held a meeting on Tuesday 
last. Mr. G. F. Muntz, Mr. B. Attwood, the Reverend T. Macdonnell, and 
others, addressed the meeting in speeches expressive of great disappointment at 
the conduct of the Ministry. They said that it was evident that no measures 
calculated to be of real service to the country were to be expected from them, 
unless they were compelled to bring them forward by the universal cry of the 
People from ane end of the country to the other. The coercive measures to- 
wards Ireland were also strongly denounced. Mr. Macdonnell said that Lord 
Grey had contrived “ to extract all the virus of former acts of coercion, and 
had concentrated them in one focus.” It was determined to hold a public meet- 
178 ¢ the inhabitants of Birmingham, at Beardsworth’s Repository, on Monday 

xt. 

_ It is said that the people of Wolverhampton will also hold a meeting for a 
similar purpose next week. 

Nearly every branch of trade is in a flourishing state at present. We under- 
Stand that this is articularly the case with the iron trade, which, after suffer- 
ung a longer and eeper depression than any other branch of business, has begun 
to revive rapidly. Within the last three months, the price of iron has advanced 
per ton; and business is at present unusually brisk.— 


83} per cent., or 11. 10s. 
aLiverpool Times. 








Ker ro Pourticat KNowienee; Taxation. The close of this important inquiry, 
and the analysis of the Debates in Parliament, have encroached so much on our 
limits this week, that we find it necessary to omit not only the favours of several 
Correspondents, but our-usual notices of New Books, and other branches of the 
Belles Lettres. We shall make amends for these and other idable omissi 

in our next Number, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Saturpay Nieut. 

Letters from the North of England, received this morning, express: great 
dissatisfaction at the course which Ministers have pursued in Parliament 
since the commencement of the session. Not only are the measures 
which relate more especially to Ireland viewed with distrust .and alarm, 
but the tone of the Ministerial speakers and their organs of the Press, the 
absence of any thing like explicituess in their declarations repecting their internal 
policy, and the little hope that is held forth of economical reforms, conspire to 
stir up a spirit among the Middle and Lower classes, which, if not absolutely 
hostile, is certainly by no means so friendly as it was to Earl Grey and his cole 
leagues. 














The Conservatives are spreading a report that Earl Grey is about to form an 
alliance with their party, the result of which will be a new eleetion in October: 
This is a very silly story,—not the “ alliance,” but the “ new election.” Verily, 
neither the Conservatives nor Lord Grey can have any thing to expect from 
an appeal to the electors, but a large accession of Radicals. 


Since our first edition went to press, we have glanced at the Ordnance Esti- 
mate, which arrived after the topic on Retrenchment was written. It only 
exhibits a saving of 95,5910., ond will afford ample work for economical mem- 
bers. A large reduction in this department more especially should have taken 
place, because very considerably above one-half of the expenditure is for nony 
military purposes ; and even the military branch is rarely, if ever, used in home 
service. In 1792, the military cost of the Ordnance was nearly three times less 
than at present. The Times, we observe, in its zeal to help the Ministers, 
praises the classification and intelligibility of the Estimates. How deserving 
the Ordnance is of such panegyric, may be conjectured from the account 
having misled the Leading Journal ; which represents an increase of 10,9284 
in the expenditure of this department, instead of a decrease of 95,5911. What 
adds to the singularity, is that the Zimes states the increase to have taken 
place on the Extraordinaries, whereas there is a saving on that head of 100,6864 





It is useless to bestow time upon the conversation of the House of Lords. We 
expect soon to be released from the necessity of reporting their Lordships’ de- 
bates. — Standard. 





MONEY MARKET. 
Srocx Excuanor, Fripay Evenino. 

The fluctuations in the English Market have not been very great. Console 
for Account were, on Monday, at 873, have since been as low as-874, and 
closed this afternoon at 8793. Exchequer Bills have been steady at 48 49 prem 
Bank Stock has improved considerably in by ; having been at 207, and closing 
this afternoon at 199. The near approach of the peried at which the question 
of the reriewal of the Charter of this Corporation must come under the conside- 
ration of Parliament, gives to the fluctuations of this particular stock a degree of 
interest which they would not otherwise command. We cannot learn that any 
thing is known of the course contemplated by Government; and believe that 
the present improvement may be referred to the favourable opinions entertained 
by capitalists of the resources of the Bank, and to a conviction which is gra+ 
dually spreading, that even if a renewal of the Charter should be uncondi- 
tionally denied, the Stock would maintain its present value. 

Foreign Stocks still continue in demand for investment, particularly the 
Dutch, though the increased imeruaee prevents any great improvement in 
the price. Our Continental neighbours seem determined to take advantage of 
the opportunity thus afforded them for further loans; and accordingly the last 
advices from Vienna brought intelligence of a new Austrian Loan of between 
three and four millions sterling, which, added to the Russian Loan, and the 
recent issue of Belgian ‘* Bons Royauz,” will enable them to accommodate 
their English friends with pretty securities for investment to the amount of 
nearly ten millions sterling. Greek and Mexican Bonds have been in great 
demand this week; the former were much sought after to supply the Dutch 
Market, and the price bas been as high as 36, but is now 33 to 35. The recent 
arrivals from Mexico having brought favourable intelligence, the Stock of .the 
Republic has been at 35, and is now 33}. _ Belgian Bonds, which were at 823, 
are to-day 8544. Dutch 2} per Cents have been at 45, but close to-day at 
45$3. Portuguese Stock and Regency Scrip have improved on the prices of the 
early part of the week; the former is 52 to 53, and the latter 4 dis. Spanish 
Stock is also higher, viz. 17}3. 

Sarurpay, One o’Crocr. 

Consols for Account opened at 8737 and have since been buyers at §; and 
are now at the opening price. Bank Stock has improved 1 per cent. being 
quoted at 200. Exchequer Bills are higher—48 50 prem. Dutch and Belgian 
Stocks continue in demand, the former at about 4 per cent. advance on 
yesterday’s price, and the latter at 1 per cent. improvement. Russian and 
Danish Stocks are also higher. Portuguese Bonds and: Scrip are nominally at 
yesterday’s prices. Spanish Stock is in demand, and is quoted at 17} g- 

Four o’cLocK, 

Consols for Account close at 873 88. The business of the afternoon has been 
quite unimportant. Dutch and Belgian Stocks, which have been in demand 
during the day, close rather lower. We are without any Foreign arrivals, and 
cannot quote the French prices of Thursday. Columbian: Bonds are higher, and 
close at 15} to 164. A further improvement has taken nm to-day in some of 
the Mining Shares. Spanish Stock closes at 17g 4. Portuguese Bonds and 
Scrip are nominally at the prices of the morning. 

3 per Ct. Consoles ... 872% 8 Belgian 5perCts.... 864 |Mexican6 perCts. 33} 34 
Ditto for Account... 87% 8\ Brazilian 5 per Cts.. 584 9 Portuguese6 p.Cts. 52 53 
New 3¢ per Ct. Ann.. 94} 5|Danish 3 per Cents. 734 4,/Do.RegencySe.5p.C. 44.4 
Bank Stock 200 |Dutch 24 per Cents. 453 6 Prussian(1818)5p.C. — 
India Stock........ 208 [French 3 per Cents. {Russian(1818)5p.C. 105 ¢ 
Exchequer Bille .... 48 50/Greek (1825)5 p.Cts. 33 35 Spanish(1821) 5p.C. 178 





EAST INDIA SHIPPING. 

‘The Providence, Campbell, from London to Bombay, was driven on. the Rocks at 
Scilly, on the 13th inst., and it is feared will be totally wrecked. The Indiana, Web- 
ster, which sailed from Gravesend on the 16th for Van Diemen’s Land, has lost her rud- 
der in the Downs, and will be obliged to return to the River. 2 

Arrived—At Gravesend, Feb. 18th, Forth, Robertson, from Van Diemen s Land; and 
Olive Branch, Stirling, from the Cape. Off Margate, Feb. 20th, Persian, F riend, from 
Mauritius. At Deal, Feb. 2lst, Hector, Freeman, from Ceylon. Off St. Helena, Dians, 
— from Singapore. At the Cape, Dec. 1, Hopeful, Maliors, from London, | At Van 
Diemen’s Land, Sept. 24th, Clarance, from London. f 

Sailed—From Gravesend, Feb. 16th, John Woodhall, Hickinson, for New South 
Wales; Indiana, Webster, for Van Diemen’s Land; and Sarah, Whitesides, for Bom- 
bay; Feb. 18th, Mary Ann, Jacks, for Van Diemen’s Land ; and Vistula, Christian, for 
the Cape; and 19th, H. C.S, Lowther Castle Harris, for China, 
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TOPICS OF THE DAY. 


INFORMATION FOR LORD GREY. 

As to the state of public opinion concerning the Ministry, we pre- 
tend to have - bettex, information than the Ministers themselves ; 
who, surrounded by partisans, not to say parasites, are apt to be 
deceived ona subject in which they have the deepest interest ; and 
the more because that interest is of a personal nature. Power 
repels truth and attracts flattery. Which of Lord Grey's inti- 
mate followers would choose to annoy him by saying that Lord 
Axruorr’s speech on the Sinecure question has given great 
offence? which of them, on the other hand, ever misses an occa- 
sion to tell his Lordship that the public is inclined to trust and 
support the present Cabinet? The two assertions are equally 
true; but whilst one of them has never, probably, been made to 
any Minister, the other, no doubt, is continually repeated to all 
the Ministers. It is in this way that Cabinets, and especially 
Prime Ministers, are liable to form a wrong estimate of their 
own hold on the public mind. Wxitineron never perceived till 
it was too late, that his handling of thé East Retford question had 
destroyed his popularity arising from the Catholic question. Just 
so, Lord Grey may not discover, till it be too late, that gratitude 
for his part in reforming the House of Commons has been con- 
verted into dislike because the substantial improvements were 
withheld which the Nation sought by aiding him to carry his Re- 
form Bill. Hemay be thus blinded, not merely by such flatterers 
as surround all men in power, but also by a Reforming portion of 
the House of Commons and by the Reforming Press. How so, it 
will be asked? Let us explain. 

Some time previous to the elections, the public, exhausted by 
two years of violent excitement, had become sick of agitation, and 
desirous, for the sake of “ quiet times,” that future reforms should 
proceed from a Government friendly to reform, instead of being 
exacted from a Government opposed to all improvement. It was 
this feeling which led to the return of so many candidates who 
gave the single pledge “to support Lord Grey's Ministry.” This 
fecling still prevails. Thousands, tens of thousands of Reformers, 
are not yet disposed, like Mr. Hume, to “make the Government 
uneasy” with a view to theends of Reform in Parliament, but seek 
rather, by something like flattery, to encourage Ministers in the 
good work which all but the blind know must be performed ill or 
well. Thus Ministers hear from so many quarters such warm ex- 
pressions of attachment, and are so frequently told in such strong 
terms of their past merits, that they may be excused for suppos- 
ing that their popularity would carry them through any folly. 

But though such an excuse might be offered for such an error, 
the error would be great indeed. Though the public be disposed 
to support Ministers, that disposition arises from the wish that 
abuses should be corrected in a particular way. It is a question 
not of substance, but of manner. The public hope that Reform 
may proceed without any more violent agitation; and therefore 
they appear inclined to support Ministers through thick and thin. 
But Lord Grey is grossly deceived if he have been led to imagine, 
that, because he is supported after having given the House of 
Commons a Tory Speaker, he will be supported in a system of 
Tory rule. The King’s Speech, which might have been written 
by CastLEREAGH for a Tory Parliament, was read with a feeling 
approaching to disgust by Reformers, who nevertheless continue 
to speak well of the King’s Ministers. “Therefore,” those 
Ministers may say to themselves, “we shall be supported at all 
events; so great is our popularity.” It is amistake, we venture to 
tell his Majesty's Secretary at War. The object of those who, 
dissatisfied with Ministers, continue to support them, is fo prevent 
agitation ; but agitation will not be prevented if Ministers con- 
tinue to displease their supporters ; and when agitation comes, it 
will be seen too late why the Reformed Parliament and Reforming 
Press supported Lord Grey notwithstanding his Tory King’s 
Speech, his Tory Speaker, and his long attachment to Sinecures. 

For our part, representing the sentiments of an influential class 
of Reformers, we should be willing to make considerable sacrifices 
for the sake of quiet times. Between bad government and agita- 
tion for good government, it is not so easy to choose, when one re- 
flects that heavy taxation is less injurious, perhaps, to the go- 





verned, than great excitement, uncertainty, and stagnation of trade, | 


such ea this. country suffered during the slow progress of the | less effective ; for the skill of the honourable member would per- 


Reform Bill, or rather, in consequence of obstacles to its 
progress. Besides, what is more to the purpose, agitation, like 
‘war, interferes with practical improvement. For example, if the 


King’s Speech had been written for a Reformed Parliament, | 


-our papers on Taxation, planned and in part executed several 


mon 2n more apropos than they are as it | : peak 
ar fan wee ‘bere, beew x pre y are a6 It | vance beyond that amount. The exemption of sales under distress: 


is, when the public doubts whether Ministers intend to please 
the Reformers or the Tories. During periods of great excitement, 
useful objects are neglected for party politics; an excellent rea- 
son for hindering agitation if possible. Every one knows that if 
the present Ministry should become unpopular, all hope of prac- 
tical improvement would cease for a time ; and this consideration 
helps to explain why, notwithstanding Lord Grey's Tory com- 
mencement of the first session of a Reformed Parliament, we have 
as yet no strong expression of discontent, no meetings,* no peti- 
tions, nooutward and visible signs of the inward spirit of Reform. 


Very. many Reformers, we tell our late ally the Radical Sir Jonn | stamps, again, the exeraptiova is wot in practice so mischievously un- 


Hosnovssr, are holding back, remaining passive for fear lest 


es This was written before the news ftom Birmingham and Wolverhampton had 
arrived, : 








agitation should interfere witis effectual reform. They yet hope 
that Lord Grey means well, and that he will act accordingly if 
he be let alone. But how great will be their disappointment, if 
Lord Grey, thus supported by a generous and confiding people, 
should pursue a system in accordance with the King's Speech, 
the election of Mr. Surron, and the vote in favour of Sines 
cures! And will not so bitter a disappointment lead to agitation 
more violent than ever, and more terrible, because in that case 
the Nation would be without leaders, having lost confidence in 
all public men? It does appear to us,.on reflection, that those 
who, for the sake of quiet times, support the Whigs in Tory pro- 
ceedings, may defeat their own object by the very means which 
they take to accomplish it. We shall endeavour to avoid this error; 
into which, we admit, such is our dislike of agitation, we have 
been very near falling. For all classes of the people at present, 
and still more for those changes which would serve all classes of 
the people, quiet times are most desirable; but will a Tory system 
of government prevent agitation? We submit this question to 
Lord Grey; telling him, at the risk of “making him uneasy,” that 
the support which he has obtained from Reformers since the 
meeting of Parliament has been given for the sake of ends diame- 
trically opposed to those which his Cabinet appear to have in view, 


ECONOMY AND RETRENCHMENT. 


In the Reformed Budget, which will be found in another part of our 
Journal, two points are more especially worthy of attention,—the 
Excise Taxes on Trade, and the reform in the Customs. Until 
the latter be accomplished, we are squandering three quarters of a 
million annually, to encourage smuggling, cripple commerce, and 
actually diminish the revenue. The taxes on home manufactures 
are as mischievous. Unlike many other taxes, they not only ab- 
stract wealth, but prevent its creation. Most imposts dip largely 
into the stream, but these dam up the fountain. To remove both, 
requires no other exertion than resolutely to will the removal. If 
we look to the certain prospect of an increased revenue from a 
more unrestricted foreign commerce, three millions would amply 
suffice to effect these much-desired measures. The sum might be 
raised without new taxes or detriment to the public service, merely 
by the sale of the Crown Lands, and Retrenchment. 

In this good work, Sir James GrauAm, we perceive, is the first 
in the field. The readers of “ Pusiic ExpeNpDITURE”™ may re- 
member, that, from a review of the Naval expense, we concluded 


| that a saving of from 200,0002. to 300,000/. could certainly, be 





effected, but ‘if the strict necessity of the expenditure were taken 
as a rule, the Naval retrenchments (including the Victualling De- 
partment) might probably be extended to half a million.” We 
perceive by the Navy Estimate, printed within this week, that a 
reduction of 220,000. is effected upon the amount of last year, 
We trust that Sir James, with the assistance of a Committee of 
the whole House, will be able to make up the odd 80,0007. from 
the “ Materials,” Public Works, and the Victualling Department. 

However, it is not in the Navy, but in the Army and the Ord- 
nance, that the people must expect extensive retrenchment. A 
saving of nearly a million was last year effected in the Navy by 


| SirJames Granam. An addition of full three quarters of a mil- 


lion has been made by the present Government to the expenditure 
of the Army. Coupling this fact with the disproportionate cost 
between the French and English Armies, and the heavy outlay 
for the non-military department of the Ordnance, the public are 
entitled to expect a very extensive saving in these branches of the 
“Forces.” Unless this be spontaneous, it must be compelled. 
Mr. Hume, Mr. Grote, and every other practical member who 
has been returned to advocate economy, must fight the Army 
Estimates item by item, not by eloquent denunciation, but by 
searching, specific, and close cross-examinations. To this they are 
pledged—for this they were elected: if they cannot reckon with 
Sir Joun Hosuouse, they will not be able to reckon with their 
constituents. 





MR. COBBETT AND THE STAMP-LAWS.. 


Mr. Cossett's speech on the Stamp Acts was broad, massy,, and 
somewhat highly-coloured: it produced a great impression upon 
the House. Before a better-informed audience, it might have been 


haps have induced him to sober down his lights, and: take aver- 
ages for his illustrations, and not the extreme points. Practical 
qualifications, too, would have been pointed out by others. The 
duty on Life Insurance, for instance, ceases to increase after 
5,000/,: but this is inoperative, for no office will effect an insu- 


warrants from Auction-duty, appears, as the Globe. observes, to 
have been intended as a favour to the tenant, though, where there 
is no surplus, it may become a bonus to the landlord. The favout 
in the Auction-duty granted to the original producers of any cont- 
modity, is part of an ancient vulgar prejudice against intermediate 


| dealers,—or, as our ancestors (and perhaps even Mr. Cossetrt him- 
' self) might have termed them, ‘“* Jews and forestallers.” The: diffe- 


\ 





rent rates of the Auction-duty on landand furniture, seem traceable 
to some notion of a similar kind; for a nobleman is more likely to 
sell his furniture and carriage by auction than his estate. In Bill- 


or as itseems. With all the stimulus of alight duty, the numbers 
of bills of the largest araounts, if compared with those. of a lower 
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e The Times has attacked the speech in an elaborate article, the 
principal object of which appears to be to show that the duties on 
i “ deeds, conveyances, marriage and family settlements affecting 
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' that these inequalities are neither the only nor the most oppressive 
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class, are somewhat in the proportion of 13 to 300;* and for this 

lain reason, that such large amounts are not very readily negotiable. 
That the graduation, not only on these, but on all other instru- 
ments, should be rendered more equal, has frequently been sug- 
gested; but large amounts will then be usually subdivided. If 
rendered very heavy upon the higher sums, some plan will most 
probably be hit upon to evade the duty. No graduation can reach 
mathematical equality. To have a stamp for every different 
amount, would be to involve such trouble and such risk of mis- 
takes, that people would rather bear the inequality than the incon- 


> jand, fall exclusively on landed proprietors, while no similar tax 
| exists on the transfer of personal estates.” ‘In looking at the 
Stamp-Office returns for the year 1828 (the most recent in our 
possession), says the Times, “ we find that under this head was 
collected 2,056,3587." Real property, it is therefore implied, 
seems fairly exempt from the Legacy and Probate duties. In the 
sum here set down, however, was included every description of 
duties levied upon legal instruments, such as bonds, mortgages 
upon leaschold or copyhold estates, leases, assignments, admis- 
sions, &e.; so that real property, instead of paying 1,800,000/., as 
the Times infers, might have paid a very small proportion of the sum 
in question. Nor, till we were informed by the Leading Journal, 
had we any idea that real property was so exclusively burdened, 
especially in the case of settlements, which we fancied (having 
once, indeed, paid it ourselves) were chargeable with a duty what- 
ever might be thefund out of which they were carved. It seems 
to have escaped our contemporary’s attention altogether, that 
taxes on the transfer of estates chiefly affect the necessitows landed 
proprietor, but scarcely touch our lawmakers, the majority of 
whom either do not want to sell, or cannot. Neither, whilst we 
doubt the inferences of the Leading Journal, are we quite sure of 
the accuracy of its financial facts. We have not the returns of 
1828 to refer to, but we have those of the succeeding years, which 
are more germane to the matter; and we find that “Deeds and 
other Instruments,” instead of yielding 2,056,358/. only give 
39 : 1831 


829, 


irs 


out. 1830. « . 
£1,663,144. £1,621,426. £1,512,105. 

Mr. Cospeti's speech, we repeat, was a good speech; and an- 
swered its purpose with such an assembly better than a more cau- 
tious exposition. Many honourable members were quite aghast at 

_ the “ facts,” and seemed to think that their constituents were as un- 
informed as themselves. It would “ be impossible,” said one Re- 
former, “ to stop the indignation which would be excited by the 
Alas! good gentleman, the people well knew all 
» that came upon the Legislature with the suddenness of a revela- 

| tion—for they have pad for their knowledge. They also know 


ones. When theleading Finance Minister of the country feels hor- 
rified at the notion of the value of a landed property being by possibi- 
lity paid to the State in the course ofa hundred yéars, the people smile 
at his simplicity. They know that six-sevenths of the price of every 
ounce of tobacco, four-fifths of that of every glass of brandy, three- 
fourths of that of every bit of soap, one half of that of every 
ounce of tea, is taken, not in a century, but daily, from the Poor 
» and Middling classes. There is another point connected with this 
_ discussion, which should not pass unnoticed, for it is pregnant with 
instruction. If the mere statement be so impressive, what must 
_ the actual pressure be? if those who hear are so moved, let them 
guess at the opinions of those who feel! They will then find, 
that as the deep and stern ery for a reduction and revision of our 
| Taxation has not been idly raised, so it will not be satisfied with- 
out the fall accomplishment of that primary object which Parlia- 
' ment was reformed and elected to effect. 


_  *The Stamps for Bills of Exchange issued in the year ending 5th January 1832 
were as follows. ‘ 


wiichibios 


Duty. Number of Duty, Number of 
Stamps. Stamps. 

$s. a, 

1 0 87,880 
1 6 65,195 
2 0 36,182 
2 6 12,652 
3 6 3,845 
46 1413 
9 0 








THE SANCTION OF SINECURES BY THE 
REFORMED PARLIAMENT. 


Tuere is at present no party, no description of menin Parliament, 
who are not pledged chin-deep to the enforcement of rigid economy 
in the management of public money. During the progress of the 
late elections, though many of the candidates objected to pledges 
in general, yet they all seem to have thought it necessary to make 
_ anexception in favour of pledges to reduce improper expenditure. 
But how have these promises been kept? A reference to the 
division * on Mr. Hume's resolution, “ that it is the opinion of this 
House that the existence of sinecure offices, and offices executed 
by deputy, in the Army and Navy departments, is unnecessary, 
and inexpedient as a means of remunerating public service,"— 
which resolution was rejected by the House on the 14th instant,— 
proves how loosely the most direct and serious engagements sit 
gp We had prepared comparative Division Lists, on our own plan, for this week’s 


serena ot but the unusual fulness of our columns has obliged us to exelude them. 


upor the-eonseiences- of jority” of the~ members; ant tow 1e=~ 
cessary it is for their constituents to’ look after their conduct with 
jealous and scrutinizing care. By the rejection of the above re- 
solution, the first Reformed Parliament—not yet a month old— 
have in effect sanctioned the principle, that it 7s expedient to re- 
ward public servants by promoting them to offices to which no 
duties are attached. How pleased and grateful the old Borough 
party must be to see one of the most cherished dogmas of their 
political creed recognized and adopted by their triumphant op- 
ponents ! 

It is but fair, however, that the Majority should have the benefit 
of the excuse which one of the most manly and independent men 
in their ranks made on Wednesday last for this disgraceful vote. 
Mr. Exuice was highly indignant at being charged with uphold- 
ing sinecures. He had voted, he said, “ against the abstract prin- 
ciple of the resolution proposed by Mr. Hume, and which that 
gentleman, when called upon, could not himself well explain.” 
Now, whether Mr. Hume understood the principle of his resolu- 
tion or not, we think it unnecessary to dispute. But if he does 
not, we will venture to affirm that he is the only man in England, 
understanding the language which he speaks, who lies in that pre- 
dicament. The principle laid down is clearly one condemnatory 
of Naval and Military Sinecures; and this is the principle which 
Mr. Extricr, for the first time in his life, refuses to sanction with 
his vote. 

It is, we are aware, frequently a matter of no small difficulty to 
reduce economical principles in affairs of state to practice. The 
practice is disagreeable, and occasionally hazardous to a Minis- 
ter. Patronage is to be taken from some, and emolument from 
others. The public are not always sufficiently grateful for exer- 
tions in this way; while the displaced sinecurists with their 
grumbling connexions lie sullenly in wait to give the author 
of their grievances a mortal stab. It is not to be wondered at, 
therefore, that many well-meaning statesmen shrink from the 
practical enforcement of their economical principles. But Mr. 
Ex.icr, and those who voted with him, refused to sanction even 
the principle of economy as regards the abolition of sinecures. 
Truly, the necessity of finding some excuse for the vote, into 
which the maladroitness of the Ministry had led their supporters, 
has involved them in a pitiable contradiction. We hope that 
an opportunity will soon be afforded them of redeeming their 
error, by a distinct proposal in Parliament to abolish all Naval and 
Military Sinecures, which shall specify each office to be done 
away with, and thus relieve the tender consciences of those mem- 
bers who dislike to sanction “ an abstract principle.” 

In the majority of 94, by which the House rejected Mr. 
Hume's resolution, we find the names of not fewer than 45 of the 
Conservatives. As for these men, we have little to say about them. 
We believe it would not be difficult to show that they are nearly 
all distinctly pledged to the abolition of sinecures. But their 
policy and practice coincided. The Tories made a point of defend- 
ing every sinecure as long as it was possible, when they were in office, 
and they act consistently in voting for their continuance now. 
But what shall we say to the conduct of the professed Reformers, 
—the loud-tongued, unceasing, implacable declaimers against the 
profligate expenditure of the old Borough Parliaments? The his- 
tory of political tergiversation furnishes few more disgraceful in- 
stances of dereliction from duty, and abandonment of former pro- 
fessions, than was afforded by the votes and speeches of the two 
members for Westminster, on Mr. Hume's resolution. They 
stood in the foremost ranks to defend the fastnesses of corruption, 
—to the levelling of which their constituents would in other times 
have expected to see their most vigorous efforts directed. What 
will the electors of the Tower Hamlets say when they read the 
name of Dr. LusHineron among the sinecure-sanctioning ma- 
jority? Are the constituencies of Finsbury, Marylebone, South- 
wark, Liverpool, Leeds, and Wolverhampton, desirous of perpetu- 
ating the all-pay and no-work system of the rotten borough Par- 
liaments? If not, let them call their representatives to account 
for their votes of the 14th instant. Perhaps Messrs. BRouGHAM, 
Horne, Spankir, MARSHALL, MacauLay, WHITMORE, and the 
freely-elected Lord Sanpon may condescend to inform their respec- 
tive constituencies of the weighty reasons which induced them to 
back the Government in their resistance to the abolition of sine- 
cures. We shall be curious to learn if any reasons exist for their 
conduct, which, as honourable men and consistent politicians, they 
need not blush to avow. 

On a reference to our list of the division, everty one must be 
struck by the great number of absentees. The fract is, that more 
than one hundred members quitted the House, ‘not liking to vote 
against the Ministry, and unable to endure the disgrace of voting 
with them,—fearful too, and with reason, that their names would 
be held up in the Black List to the reprobation . and surprise of those 
who had just returned them in the belief tha ¢ they were really the 
unflinching advocates of retrenchment and reform which they had 
professed themselves to be. We recomy end to the electors of 
those places—and there must be a large number of them—whose 
members were missing on that division, and to the constituencies 
of various other places which are at pres ent virtually unrepresented, 
because nebody has seen or heard ar iy thing of their members,. ta 
inquire what these industrious and. -attentive gentlemen have been 
about all this time? The largest number of members present at 
any one division hitherto was that, on the Address, when 468 voted. 
But where were the other 190? The People may depend upon it, 
that these professed Reformers; must be carefully looked after, if 





ext week we shall give them in a more perfect form, with the latest corrections, and 
With such other divisions of importance as may occur, 


we are really to derive any br nefit from the New Charter. 
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LORD ALTHORP’S PLAN FOR IMPROVING THE 
_ WORKING OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tue House of Commons on Wednesday adopted the arrangement 
proposed by Lord Atruorp for facilitating, as it is hoped, the 
transaction of public and private business. Committees are in 
future to meet at fen and sit till five. The House is to assemble 
at twelve, and devote three hours to the reception and consideration 
of Petitions and Private Bills. The members who are engaged 
on Committees are to be excused from attendance during those 
hours. . At five the House is to meet again, and the Speaker is to 
take the Chair, if there are twenty, instead of forty members pre- 
sent. A Select Committee has been appointed to classify and re- 
port upon Petitions. This Committee is also to have the power of 
selecting such petitions as they think ought to be printed entire or 
in part. 

We have here an attempt, at all events, to improve the working 
of the House of Commons. How far it will succeed, remains to 
be proved. Many members are of opinion that the plan is imprac- 
ticable. One main difficulty attending it seems to be, the early 
hour at which the Committees are to meet. It is clear that those 
who are up very late at night, can scarcely find time, on a winter's 
morning, to dress, breakfast, read the papers, receive and answer 
letters, and be at St. Stephen's by ten o'clock. They will there- 
fore postpone all that can be postponed till they reach the Com- 
mittee-room, when they will begin to read and write; and very im- 
portant business will consequently be slurred over, in a slovenly, 
unsatisfactory manner. Another difficulty attending Lord At- 
THORP’s plan is, that the members who disperse at three o'clock 
will hardly be forthcoming at five; and although twenty, the num- 
ber requisite to form a House, will perhaps scarcely ever be want- 
ing, yet many of those who would attend if they had private busi- 
ness to transact and petitions to present, will frequently shirk the 
second sitting. 

That part of Lord Atrnorr’s plan which relates to the classi- 
fying and arranging of Petitions, meets with our decided approval. 
It. is an arrangement, indeed, which some time since, and re- 
peatedly, we have stated as likely to be highly advantageous. So 
far from its tending, as Mr.Cosserr remarked, to throw petitions 
into the background, we think that Lord AttHorp was perfectly 
right in stating that the grievances of the people would thereby 
be more prominently laid before the House. The attention will 
be directed to those points which require and deserve it, instead 
of being dissipated by the jumbling together of silly or ill-consi- 
dered petitions with those of sense and moment. As the Com- 
mittee are to report the number of signatures to every petition 
presented, there will be in some degree a criterion whereby to 
judge at once of its weight, and it will be competent for any mem- 


ber to inquire more particularly into its nature and object. 

In the course of the debate upon Lord ALrnorr’s plan, many 
suggestions were made by various members, all tending to prove 
how essentially ignorant they were of the advantages to be de- 


rived from method, system, and the division of labour. At the 
rate the business of the House goes on, there will be an arrear in 
the course of two or three months, that will show the necessity of 
apportioning it, with some regard to the competency of members 
toundertake its management, into various Standing Committees. 
Mr. O'ConneELL's suggestion, that the House should meet at 
ten o'clock on three days of the week, to take public questions into 
consideration, and that the other three days should be devoted to 
Committees, appears to us to be by far the most rational and 
feasible scheme that any member of the Collective Wisdom of the 


Nation has yet propounded for the transaction of its multifarious 
concerns. 





A PASSAGE FROM LORD JOHN RUSSELL'S 
COMMON PLACE-BOOK. 


In the debate on Irish affairs on Monday night, Mr. Hume dealt 
a blow at the Ministerial phalanx, Which hit hard. He said— 
He never witnessed a more humiliating spectacle than the situation of the 
honourable gentlemen opposite ; no men in England ever stood in so disgraceful 
@ position. Having changed sides in the House, there was only one man on 
that side who had not changed his opinion, [who is he ?} and who still main- 
tained the sentiments which he had always professed. 


_ This called up Lord Joun RussELi; who concluded a speech 
in defence of his own consistency by hoping that Mr. Hume 

+ + + + would not again indulge in a strainso unbecoming to him, but would 
confine himself to those economical speculations so we suited to the cha- 


racter of his mind. Mr. Hume reminded him of one of the heroes in the Dun- 
ciad, who, having 
. . « » Climbed a stranded lighter’s height, 
Shot to the black abyss, and plunged downright ; 
The serious judgment all the crowd admire, 
Who, but to sink the deeper, rose the higher.” 


‘The quotation was not happy. S#HERipan could keep another's 
Witticism, or his own, corked up for years, and then let it off ex- 
actly at the right time at the right man. But Lord Joun Rus- 
SELL is no SHERIDAN; and his abortive sneer at the man who 
propped him up, with his tottering colleagues, on the 10th of May 
last, fell, as it deserved, dead-born from his lips. Is this the style 
of language which would become a grave senator, a member of 
the Cabinet, the proposer of the Great Bill? or is it not rather 


what we might expect from the mincing /itéérateur and the would-. 


be epigrammatist ? 








KINGLY SPITES. 
On the day of Gzorce the Fourth’s funeral, many thousand per- 
sons went from London to Gravesend and other places for the pur. _ 
pose of amusement. All over England, in short, that day was a ho. | 
lyday—an occasion for indulging in uncommon hilarity. Why, for. 
the first time, was the memory of a king just dead thus grossly in-_ 
sulted? The reasons were many, perhaps ; but one of the plainest 
was the dislike of the people towards Gzorce the Fourth on ac. . 
count of his unforgiving, spiteful disposition. He excelled. in : 
bearing malice; and in nothing did he show this turn of mind 
more than by revenging himself on innkeepers and post-boys for 
illuminations in honour of his miserable wife. Because the people. 
of Croydon expressed joy at the escape of the Queen, the Kin 
thenceforth travelled to and from Brighton by way of Sutton,—the., 
longer road,—in order to hinder the Greyhound at Croydon of a profit. 
not more probably than 10/. a year. Such spitefulness, though 
paltry in effect, was great in degree, and made a strong impression 
against the “father of his people,” who could descend to such 
mean revenge. The Daily Papers state that W1LLIAM THE Re. 
FORMER has resolved to travel to and from Windsor and London 
by the right bank of the Thames, instead of by Hounslow, the 
shorter road; and we are asked to believe that his Majesty has de- 
cided on this change of route in consequence of certain expressions 
of anger uttered on the Hounslow road, when the King was pro-) 
ceeding to London to receive the Duke of WELLINGTON at St. 
James's during the Interregnum. Further, it is said, a Lord who. 
owns land on the line of road where the King was never hissed, is, 
about to pulldown some ugly houses in order to remove a dis- 
agreeable object from his Majesty's sight. All this may be true; 
but we doubt it. We do not doubt that the Tory Lord would be 
in a hurry to confirm the spiteful disposition of his Sovereign; 
but, considering the manly temper of W1LL1AM the Fourth—his, 
most honourable love of popularity, which indicates a kind feeling 
towards the people—his steady support of Reform, under what-: 
ever Mintstry—and his generous, sailor-like, downright habit of: 
mind,—we do doubt that he has invited the Lord to pull down: 
the ugly houses, andsthat he is bent on doing an ill turn to the inn-. | 
keeper and some post-boys of a town in which he happened to hear, 
some strong expressions against the Tories, whom his Majesty, 
for sufficient reasons, never liked. 





THE VOCAL CONCERTS. 


AMPLE as our room is, we have not had “ verge enough” for all ; 
the contending claimants for admission into the Spectator; we. 
have been compelled to make notes give way to figures, and “ thy» 
voice, O Harmony!” has been superseded by the “ dire Discord” 
of Ireland. We have regretted this on every account, for the 
Vocal Concerts have deserved an extended and detailed analysis;., 
and we feel that we are doing them injustice by the very cursory 
glance which, even now, is all we can aim at. The musical annals 
of the Metropolis present no such an assemblage of variety, no-- 
velty, and excellence, as the four concerts which have already. 
taken place. In sucha garden, it is difficult to select those flow-. 
ers which are the most brilliant; but we must notice such as. 
chiefly attracted our admiration in the two last concerts. 

In Sacred Music,—the “ Kyrie” (in F) of Leo; the “Gloria” of , 
Hume 's First Mass; the selection from MarcE._o, beginning . 
“ Quando o Ré;” the “ Surgamus” of Carissim1; andthe “ Virgin 
Madre” of Haypn. 

Three Songs deserve especial notice,—one of BEETHOVEN, 
translated by E. Taytor, and beautifully sung by VauGHAN; 
“ Non temer,” sung by Miss Masson, and admirably accompanied, 
by Goss; and, above all, the magnificent Scena from HANDEL'S 
Teseo, “ Moriro, ma vendicata,” which the titled Directors of the 
Ancient Concerts had consigned (as far as they. had the power) to , 
oblivion, but which the good taste of their untitled brethren of the 
Vocal Concerts has brought into the notice it so richly. deserves. 
Miss Masson's execution of it was more than good—it was great ; 
she has made it her own song. 

The Glees have displayed a happy admixture of style and date, 
—Wepssg, CAticorr, and Sporrortu, have taken their place 
alternately with Horstry, Ciirron, WALMIsLey, and BisHoP; 
while the Madrigals of Moriey, WiLByE, and WEELKEs, have 
continued to delight equally those who heard and who sung them. 

Even this brief notice will serve to show the zeal, spirit, and 
good taste with which these concerts continue to be conducted; 
and we have only to regret that they are so soon to terminate. 
The number of auditors has considerably increased, and the suc- 
cess of the experiment is now placed beyond all doubt. 





THE LENT ORATORIOS. 


Tuese performances have for some years been slipping out of the 
public favour; and M. Larorrz has commenced his season with 
a novel exhibition of Sacred Music,—no other than a regular dra- 
matic performance, entitled “ The Israelites in Egypt, the music¢- 
by Hanpet and Rosstn1;" a conjuncture certainly from which we: 
augured no good. The exhibition of this piece is, of itself, suf 
ficient to show the folly of a dramatic censorship. A play of 
SHAKSPEARE or an opera of BisHop is interdicted on the hol. 
days of Lent, but the Bible is suffered to be burlesqued and buf-- 
fooned with impunity. Think of Puitiips and WILson strutting 
about the stage in the guise of Moses and Aaron, singing Opera 
songs to sacred words; and the piece concluding with a paste 

and canvass exhibition of the passage through the Red Sea!’ 





